
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 21, 2021 
in the 168th Year of the Parish 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
142 Market St., Williamsport, PA (17701) 

   stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

        Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 

        Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
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Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 

PRELUDE     Rockingham Old   Robert Buckley Farlee  

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.                   

C Amen                                                                                                               

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen  

P If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,                                                                                             

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought word and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us and 
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lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.   

Amen 

P Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen  

 

*HYMN    Now, the Green Blade Rises 

  

 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

 your touch can call us back to life again, 

 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958 

Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved  
 

*THE GREETING                                                                                                         

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                     

C And also with you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                             

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                         

C And also with you.                                                                                             

P Let us pray.   O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in 

mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the 

Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.                                                                                                

C Amen 

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS                                          

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a 

covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees 

this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is 

lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart 

through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join 

together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened 

to share God’s love with all the world.          

THE FIRST LESSON............................................……Jeremiah 31:31-34  

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like 



the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 

was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 

each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

remember their sin no more.                                                                              

The word of the Lord.                                                                                           

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 119:9-16 
9How shall the young keep | their way clean? 

 By keeping | to your word. 

10With my whole | heart I seek you; 

 let me not stray from | your commandments. 

11I treasure your promise | in my heart, 

 that I may not | sin against you. 

12Blessed are | you, O LORD; 

 instruct me | in your statutes.  

13With my lips | I recite 

 all the judgments | of your mouth. 

14I take greater delight in the way of | your decrees 

 than in all man- | ner of riches. 

15I will meditate on | your commandments 

 and give attention | to your ways. 

16My delight is | in your statutes; 

 I will not for- | get your word.  

 

THE SECOND LESSON......................................………….Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 

by the one who said to him, 

 “You are my Son, 

    today I have begotten you”; 



6as he says also in another place, 

  “You are a priest forever, 

    according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 

loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 

was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, 

he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having 

been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.                         

The word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE GOSPEL....................................................……………John 12:20-33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 

to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then 

Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour 

has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a 

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those 

who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me 

from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 

hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 



glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 

him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 

mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will 

be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE SERMON 

 

*THE NICENE CREED 
P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith: 

C We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

*THE PEACE                                 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                

C And also with you.                                                                                   

The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words and/or gestures of peace, 

with masks in place, avoiding physical touch and consciously staying six feet apart from one another. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Hear Us, O God/Your Mercy is Great.                                                                                      
 

*THE GREAT THANKSIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.                                                                                           

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                              

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.                                                           

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,                                                                    

that we should at all times and in all places                                                              

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,                                  

through our Savior Jesus Christ.                                                                                



You call your people to cleanse their hearts                                                               

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,                                                                

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,                                                                            

we may come to the fullness of your grace.                                                              

And so, with all the choirs of angels,                                                                        

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,                                                      

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



*OUR LORD'S PRAYER 

P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.                                                                                   

C Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                

hallowed be thy name,                                                                                        

thy kingdom come,                                                                                               

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                 

Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                          

and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                     

as we forgive those                                                                                                 

who trespass against us;                                                                                         

and lead us not into temptation,                                                                             

but deliver us from evil.                                                                                         

For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                          

and the power, and the glory,                                                                           

forever and ever.   Amen 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 

Come to this meal and be fed. 

C Amen 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 



P God of steadfast love, 

at this table you gather your people 

into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, 

that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*THE BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 

*HYMN   Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

  

 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

 to keep his statutes still! 

 Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

 to know and do his will! 

 

 Make me to walk in your commands, 

 'tis a delightful road; 

 nor let my head or heart or hands 

 offend against my God. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

Tune: EVAN 
 

*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                 Seelenbräutigam                  Paul Manz  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Prayer List: Victims of COVID-19 and their families, Liz Ruesskamp, 



Grace Arner, Diane Damaska, Ruth Pile, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Doris 

Brown, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Gladys Knauss, Patricia Alexander, 

Joann Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny 

Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Bernadette Jones, 

Gregg, Kay Poliska, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Roy and Gloria Meyer, 

George Kissinger, Edward Cioffi. 

  

LEADING US IN WORSHIP 

 LECTORS  8 am Drew Haussmann/ 10:30 am Dan Ziegler 

 CANTOR/SONG LEADER (10:30 am)  Ray Huff   

 ORGANIST Sam Robinson 

 

USHERS: March 21 

8 am  Dick Miller, Herb Poff 

10:30 am  Mike Jensen- Captain, Gary Weber, Sean Jensen, Shelby Weber, 

Pam Jensen (side door). 

 

Our Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God:   

In loving memory of my parents Allen and Josephine Malick by Cheryl 

Williams. 

In loving honor of our family by Karen and Steve Mariano. 

 

Our Stewardship (3/14/2021) 

Regular Offering     $2,876 

Lent        $   166    

Miscellaneous      $     25   

World Hunger      $     50 

Food Pantry      $     50 

Global Mission      $     50 

Shepherd of the Street    $   100         

Disaster Relief      $   145 

Capital Fund      $     50 

Flowers, Memorials, Tributes   $     90  

   

 

  GRAND TOTAL   $3,602 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Camp Mt. Luther is gearing up for Summer 2021!  Camping brochures, 

information regarding openings for staff and volunteers and special events 

held at the camp are available from our Church Office (570-323-4619). 

 

By action of our Congregational Council, Sunday in-person worship and 

Sunday Church School have resumed (Worship, 8:00 am and 10:30 am; 

Church School, 9:15 am).  Please follow all CDC and St. Mark protocols 

which include mask-wearing, social distancing, singing and speaking in 

very low tones.   Mid-week Lenten Services (Wednesdays in Lent) are 

virtual (video only) and may be viewed on our web site and Facebook 

page.  Should you be in need of pastoral care, please contact our church 

office (570-323-4619).  
 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule, 2021: 
Maundy Thursday (April 1, 2021) 

 Holy Communion and stripping the Church in the nave at 7 pm.  Due to 

 CDC Guidelines the service will not include foot washing. 

Good Friday (April 2, 2021) 

 Virtual Community Good Friday Service only.  12:15-12:45 pm on the 

 United Churches of Lycoming County Facebook page. 

Holy Saturday (April 3, 2021)  

 No Vigil this year due to COVID-19 

Easter Sunday (April 4, 2021) 

 8 am   Easter Eucharist (Nave) 

 9:15 am  Sunday Church School 

       10:30 am Easter Eucharist (Nave) 

 

COVID CONTACT: Please note that your attendance at both of the worship 

services will be recorded.  This serves as a precaution in case contact tracing 

due to the pandemic is warranted.  Thank you for your understanding and 

cooperation.  

 

COMEMMORATIONS  

Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 



Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation 

of the Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship 

book of the Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen 

Mary for his support of the Reformation of the 16th century. 

Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758 
Monday, March 22, 2021 

A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great 

preacher. Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was 

more concerned with God's love. He served both as missionary to the 

Housatonic people (Native Americans) in Massachusetts, and as president of 

the future Princeton University. 

Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, died 1980 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 

Romero was deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor and 

powerless in El Salvador, and worked forthrightly against political 

repression. He was assassinated while presiding at the eucharist in a chapel 

near the cathedral in San Salvador. 

Annunciation of Our Lord 
Thursday, March 25, 2021 

Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation, in which the 

angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of 

God. The ancient church believed that this was also the date of the world's 

creation and of Jesus' death on the cross. 
 


