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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 6, 2025 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 

bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
 

Welcome to Saint Mark's! 
This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here.  Join us as we do God's 

work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 

mailto:stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org
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Please note: 
Hand sanitizer is available for your use. 
Offerings may be received by way of offering plates as you enter or leave. 
 
An Order for Holy Communion, 9:30 am 
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 10) 
 
A guide to hymnal use: All hymns are printed in the bulletin and when reference 
is available the LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP 
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . . take 
and drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and 
proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come 
near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*A BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 
 
(Kneel/Stand) 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have 
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
*HYMN     Before You, Lord, We Bow   LBW, “Green,” 401 
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*THE GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, 
the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, 
that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 66:10-14 
10 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 
  all you who love her; 
 rejoice with her in joy, 
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  all you who mourn over her— 
 11 that you may nurse and be satisfied 
  from her consoling breast; 
 that you may drink deeply with delight 
  from her glorious bosom. 
 12 For thus says the LORD: 
 I will extend prosperity to her like a river, 
  and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
 and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
  and dandled on her knees. 
 13 As a mother comforts her child, 
  so I will comfort you; 
  you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
 14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
  your bodies shall flourish like the grass; 
 and it shall be known that the hand of the LORD is with his servants, 
  and his indignation is against his enemies. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 66:1-9  
1 Be joyful in God, | all you lands; 
  be joyful, | all the earth. 
2 Sing the glory | of God’s name; 
  sing the glory | of God’s praise. 
3 Say to God, “How awesome | are your deeds! 
  Because of your great strength your enemies | cringe before you. 
4 All the earth bows | down before you, 
  sings to you, sings | out your name.”  
5 Come now and see the | works of God, 
  how awesome are God’s deeds | toward all people. 
6 God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the wa- | ter on 
foot, 
 and there we re- | joiced in God. 
7 Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch o- | ver the nations; 
  let no rebels ex- | alt themselves. 
8 Bless our | God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of | praise be heard. 
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9 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 
  and has not allowed our | feet to slip.  
 
THE SECOND READING: Galatians 6:1-16 
1 My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the 
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you 
yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if those who are nothing think they are something, 
they deceive themselves. 4 All must test their own work; then that work, rather than 
their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. 5 For all must carry their own 
loads. 
  6 Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their 
teacher. 
  7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If 
you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow 
to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in 
doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So 
then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and 
especially for those of the family of faith. 
  11 See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12 It is those 
who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be 
circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Even 
the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be 
circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May I never boast of 
anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
is anything; but a new creation is everything! 16 As for those who will follow this 
rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*THE GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
The holy gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke, the 
10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in 
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending 
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; 
and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 
house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that 
person; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move 
about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a town and they 
do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town 
that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the 
kingdom of God has come near.’ ” 
  16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, 
and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 
  17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons 
submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of 
lightning. 19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not 
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON 
 
*HYMN We All Are One in Mission    WOV, “Blue,” 755 
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*THE APOSTLES' CREED 
With all the people of God, we confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                     
After each petition: God of grace/Hear our prayer. 
*THE PEACE                                                                                                         
The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                               
And also with you.                                                                                                 
People may greet one another with these or similar words and/or gestures of 
peace. 
 
ANTHEM           Text: J.W. Howe/BATTLE HYMN         Soloist, Ray Huff                    
 
*OFFERING 
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*OFFERING PRAYER                 
Creator God,                                                                                                   
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good                                                         
and the harvest is plentiful.                                      
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth                                            
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all;                                         
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.                                      
Amen. 
   
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                            
The Lord be with you.                                            
And also with you.                                                                
Lift up your hearts.                                                                  
We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                                 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                        
It is right to give our thanks and praise.                                                                    
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father through Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way to eternal life.  And so with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty and merciful Lord,                       
heaven and earth are full of your glory.                                                      
In your great love you sent to us Jesus your Son,                              
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,                                                       
who preached the good news to the poor,                                                                 
and who on the cross, opened his arms to all.                               

In the night in which he was betrayed,                                                                        
our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,                          
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat.                                                                                
This is my body given for you.                                                         
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper,                          
he took the cup, gave thanks,                                              
and gave it for all to drink saying,                                
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood,             
shed for you and for all people                             
for the forgiveness of sin.                  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering therefore,                                                              
his death, resurrection and ascension,                                          
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us                                    
the Spirit of your love, O Lord,                                 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,                     
the body and blood of Christ, our Lord;                                             
to whom, with whom and in whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,                               
be all honor and glory, now and forever.                    
Amen.  
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*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                          
Lord as you have taught us, so now we pray:                                                            
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                         
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                             
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                         
thy will be done,                                                                                                          
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                           
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                             
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                      
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                           
and lead us not into temptation,                                                                               
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                            
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                          
and the power, and the glory,                                                                                                         
forever and ever.  Amen.    

*LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNE                                                                             
The kingdom of God is set before you.  Eat and rejoice!     
Thanks be to God!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

All are welcome at our Lord’s Table.  Use the center aisle to come forward, pick up 
a small cup on the way.  Receive the bread from Pastor Vasey and then proceed to 
receive the wine from one of two pouring chalices.  After communing, please 
return to your pew by the side aisles.  Those not communing are welcome to come 
forward for a blessing. 
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Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his holy supper. If 
you cannot drink wine, eat only bread.  If you cannot eat bread, drink only wine. 

THE COMMUNION 

*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.                                                                                                             
Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
Triune God,                                       
you gathered us to your table                                                  
and we drank deeply of your grace.                                       
Send us out by your Spirit                                            
to love our neighbors as ourselves                                                  
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.                 
Amen. 

*BLESSING                                                                                                             
The God of love, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit, who gives to us the gift of 
freedom, bless you now and forever.  Amen.                                                                                                                              

*HYMN      Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ    WOV, “Blue,” 754 
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*DISMISSAL                                                 
Go in peace.  Live by the Spirit!                                                                        
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE 

**************************************************************** 
OUR PRAYER LIST 
Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles Miller, Jerry 
Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, Gary Cable, Virginia Pulaskie, 
Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, Kevin Rosini, 
Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, Linda Rosini, Walt Haussmann, Kristin 
Rehm, Ariel, John Tartline, Donna Baker, George Poliska, April Clark, Connie 
Shaible, Ann Kuntz, Michael Reitz and Becky Pryor. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S 

Today, July 6   Holy Communion, 9:30 am 
 
Monday, July 7   Office Hours, 9 am – 1 pm    
  
Tuesday, July 8   Office Hours, 9 am – 1 pm               
                           
Wednesday, July 9  Office Hours, 9 am – 1pm            
      
Thursday, July 10   Office Hours, 9 am – 1 pm 
               
Friday, July 11   Office Hours, 9am – 1pm   
     St. Mark's Blood Drive 
      
Saturday, July 12   Office Closed 
 
Sunday, July 13   Holy Communion, 9:30 am 
     Church Picnic follows Worship 
 
 OUR STEWARDSHIP for June 29, 2025 
Regular Offering $2917.00  
Plate Offerings  20.00 
Lent  20.00 
Food Pantry  50.00 
Operation Christmas Child 60.00 
Family Promise Hosting 50.00 
Organ Fund  200.00     
Flower Memorials/Tributes 35.00 
July 4th Celebration 50.00 
Grand Total $3402.00 
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God; and  
In honor of our St. Mark’s Family, have been lovingly provided and 
arranged by Shelby and Gary Weber.  

  
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for July 6, 2025                        

Lector  9:30 am          Donna Clark 
Communion Assistants 9:30 am Matt & Wanda Fortin 
Ushers 9:30 am          Gary & Shelby Weber 
Hospitality 9:30 am Michele Owen & Becky Pryor  
Organist    Sam Robinson 
Altar Guild (JULY)  Lou Ann Ziegler, Cindy Todd, Theresa Furman 
      
BIRTHDAYS 
 Corey Hospes          7/6   Annika Waffenschmidt  7/12 
 Dylan Ott                     7/9 
 Nick Buckman          7/10 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 Richard & Josie Miller  7/6 
   
KEEP IN MIND:                                                                                                 
~When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal 
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact him directly 
by church office telephone (570-323-4619) email 
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org) or his cell phone (272-788-0161). Do not 
assume the pastor will know of your need any other way. 
 
~ When you or a loved one has a change of address, email, or telephone number, 
please contact the church office at stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org or 570-323-
4619. Please direct your intentions whether or not to share this information with 
our church family, so that in may be included in the weekly bulletin and/or the 
“Lion.”  
 
Summer Camp brochures are available in the church office or 
contact Camp Mount Luther at 570-922-1587 or at 
cml@campmountluther.org. 
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Don't forget to look for items for all of the types of kits in 
preparation for the fall.  Especially needed are receiving 
blankets ( medium weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or 
knitted with lightweight yarn – 36” to 52” square (no polar 
fleece), baby shirts up to 24 months with no snap crotches, cotton fabric, diapers 
(flat fold) and items for school kits (we do not need pencils, erasers or bags).  For 
more info please contact Deb Buckman. 
 

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who continues to 
donate items for our Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes!  Never doubt that God is using these seemingly 

small items for good.  “Our economic condition is very poor, so my parents 
cannot afford to buy toys for me. When I heard that I would get a gift box, I 
was so excited! Thank you to all of my foreign friends who sent me the toys 
and other amazing things.” 
 –Samia, East Asia 
 
It’s “Christmas in July” for our Operation Christmas Child Ministry!  On our 
Christmas Wish List this year is … monetary donations (we are more like 
teenagers than toddlers I guess!). Monetary donations will be put toward one of 
two items: shipping costs to help defray the expense of shipping our 60 (or more) 
shoeboxes or soccer balls and pumps.  Soccer balls are a wonderful “WOW” item 
to include in our shoeboxes. Shoebox recipients share that a soccer ball can also be 
a gift for an entire village when everyone gathers to play on the pitch. Monetary 
donations may be placed in the offering plate earmarked for Operation Christmas 
Child.   
  
School supplies will also be making their entrance onto the scene within the next 
couple of weeks so crayons, pencils, pencil sharpeners, erasers, and pens are also 
wonderful donations.   
  
These items (or any others you find) may be placed in our red, OCC bin located in 
the Narthex. We thank you for your continued generosity!   “Merry Christmas in 
July!” 
  

*The age ranges for the boxes we fill are 2-4, 5-9, and 10-14 (both boys and girls) 
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Blessing Box Needs 
With the hot temperatures of summer, it is difficult to provide our usual meat and 
cheese sandwiches. The Parish Life and Evangelism and Fellowship Committees 
are asking for two specific donations. They are Star-Kist Tuna Creations: Deli 
Style Tuna Salad and Star-Kist Chicken Creations: Chicken Salad. These 
items do not need refrigeration and resist spoiling due to extreme temperatures. A 
container is available in the Narthex for these specific items.  
P.S.: We will be collecting these packets throughout the summer.  

 
Cereal Sunday Success 

Our first Cereal Sunday was a great success! If you missed it, no worries.  The 
next collection date is Sunday, July 13, 2025.   
 

 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

           Give the gift of life. Donate blood. 
The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee will hold the first of three Red Cross 
Blood Drives on Friday, July 11, 2025 from 11:00 – 3:00. Please consider donating 
yourself or encouraging your friends and family members to donate.  In our 
community there continues to be a critical need for all blood types. Donors can 
preregister by calling 1-800-Red Cross. 

 
ALL ABOARD THE ARK! 

  
A bus trip to see Noah at the Sight and Sound Theater in 
Lancaster, PA is being organized by Cheryl Williams.  This trip is 
being planned for Wednesday, September 24, the 11:00 AM show. While the bus 
will be pulling out around 6:00 AM, the early start will certainly be well worth it!  
Bus fare, show ticket, and dinner at Hershey Farm Inn are all included in the adult 
price of $176.77 and $110.61 per child.  If interested, please contact Cheryl 
Williams at (570) 327-1627. 
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WANT TO EXPLORE WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 
LUTHERAN CHRISTIAN? Adults wishing to unite with St. 
Mark’s in church membership are invited to contact PASTOR 
VASEY at 570-323-4619 or email        
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org.  

 

 

COMMEMORATIONS 

 
Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 
Sunday, July 6, 2025 
Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who 
spoke against abuses in the church, and was seen by Martin Luther 
as his predecessor in the reforming movement. He was found guilty 
of heresy by a council of the church, and burned at the stake. 
 
 
 
Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 
Friday, July 11, 2025 
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic 
movement. Educated in Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and 
eventually gathered a community of monks around him. He wrote 
a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and adapted by others. 
 
 
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
Saturday, July 12, 2025 
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite 
peoples after the First World War, Söderblom also called attention 
to the revival of early church worship principles, and helped to lay 
the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 
 
      

 

mailto:stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org
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************************************************* 

Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from... 
Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978) 

Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L). 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006) 

Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. 
sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress. 

All rights reserved. 
Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818. 

“One License” A-738528 
                                              ************************************************** 

 


