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    The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

         A Service of Word and Table 

         in the 167th Year of the Parish 

         November 8, 2020.  8:00 & 10:30 am 

        St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

         142 Market St., Williamsport, PA (17701) 

         stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

         Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452)  

         Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 

         bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
 

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 
 

PRELUDE 

Aus Meines Herzens (“For the Sake of My Heart”)................Johann Christop Bach 

                          (1642-1703) 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY 

(Please stand where there is an asterisk.) 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 
“Keep awake therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour."    
         Matthew 25:1-13 
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with 

the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of 

others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

*HYMN  

O God, Our Help in Ages Past ……..……………………………………ELW 632 

1. O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,  

our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 
 

2. Under the shadow of your throne your saints have dwelt secure;    

sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

Introduction: Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. 

Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. 

Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the 

faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ's coming in our midst in the 

word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 

THE FIRST LESSON……………………………………………..Amos 5:18-24                                                    
18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

 It is darkness, not light; 
19as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
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  and was bitten by a snake. 
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 70 (Read responsively) 

1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 

 O LORD, make haste to help me. 
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 

 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 

 draw back and be disgraced.    
3Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me 

 turn back because of their shame. 
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

 let those who love your salvation say forever, "Great is the LORD!" 
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 

 You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.    

THE SECOND LESSON……………………………1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 

died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 

him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 

precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 

the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, 
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and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 

will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*THE GOSPEL………………………………………………Matthew 25:1-13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 

foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 

with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom 

was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 

shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7Then all those 

bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, 'Give 

us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9But the wise replied, 'No! there 

will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 

some for yourselves.' 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 

those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 

shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' 12But 

he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' 13Keep awake therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour." 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  

*THE APOSTLES' CREED                                                                          

P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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  He descended into hell. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:  P  Lord, in your mercy           C Hear our prayer. 

*THE PEACE  P  The Peace of the Lord be with you.   C  And also with you. 

Please remember to share the peace without physical contact. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                            

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       

C And also with you.                                  

P Lift up your hearts.                                                     

C We lift them to the Lord.                            

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with angels and arch angels and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:                                                                                            
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P  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                      

P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.                                                                                   

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,                                                                                        

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                    

 Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                          

 and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                     

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                                         

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                                         

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,                                                                           

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*THE COMMUNION 

P There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus' table. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and 

generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

C  Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*THE BLESSING 

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 

calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be 

glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and 

always. 

C Amen. 

*HYMN   

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness……………………………………ELW 488 

1. Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,  

come into the daylight’s splendor, there with joy your praises render.  

Bless the one whose grace unbounded this amazing banquet founded;  

Christ, though heav’nly, high, and holy, deigns to dwell with you most 

lowly.  
 

2. Hasten as a bride to meet him, eagerly and gladly greet him. 

There he stands already knocking; quickly, now, your gate unlocking,  

open wide the fast closed portal, saying to the Lord immortal;  

“Come and leave your loved one never; dwell within my heart forever.” 

*DISMISSAL 

P Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (“Wake Up, the Voices calls us”)……………..    
                                          Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

Portions of the service reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under 

license #2562-L. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818 
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Announcements: 
 

Today, November 8 is the last Sunday Brenda Boyer will serve as our “Our 

Temporary Secretary”. We thank Brenda for formatting and printing our weekly 

bulletins and November Lion, as well as the congregation of Christ's Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Lewisburg where Brenda is employed for understanding and 

offering her services. Next Sunday we begin a relationship with Rae Bongeovi 

(New Covenant UCC) as our temporary off campus Church Secretary. 
 

Sunday, November 9: Safety Committee meets at 6 pm, Fellowship Hall.   

Sunday, November 15: Confirmation Orientation (Confirmands and Parents), 

9:15 am in the “Crossways Room”. Confirmation Class is for all youth who have 

completed grade six, but have not yet taken the vows of local church membership.  

Please note that this is a two year class.  Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for June 

5, 2022 

Sunday, November 22: Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the liturgical 

year. 

Sunday, November 29, The First Sunday of Advent 

Our flowers today are given to the glory of God: 

 In loving memory of my loved ones by Norma Feig Prato 

  In loving memory of our parents by Marion Waldeisen and Family 

  In loving memory of Gwyn Rees by Ruth, Grant and Lisa Rees 

Healing: Liz Ruesskamp, Richard Albright, Grace Arner, Diane Damaska, Ruth 

Pile, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Paul Young, Bob Shaible, Doris Brown, 

Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Gladys Knauss, Randy Knauss, Patricia Alexander, 

Diane Osbaugh, Joann Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Pr. Frank Showers, 

Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Esteban Mazer, Elsie 

Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Cheryl Williams, Bernadette Jones, Gregg, Kay Poliska, 

Ben Hufnagel and Steve Dewar. 

Assisting in Worship Leadership 11/8  

ALTAR GUILD Bev Hieber and Audrey Albright 

 8:00 10:30 

USHERS Dick Miller and Herb Poff  
 Mike Jensen (Captain), Gary Weber, Sean 

Jensen, Shelby Weber, Pam Jensen (side door). 

LECTORS Vicki Haussmann Donna Boston 

PARISH MUSICIAN Sam Robinson 

 

 


