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WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
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lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen

HYMN 





KYRIE                                                                                                               
P Lord, have mercy upon us.                                                              
C Christ have mercy upon us.                                                                    
P Lord, have mercy upon us.

LIGHTING OUR ADVENT WREATH                                                         
P Behold our Lord and Savior now draws near!                                           
C Come Lord Jesus!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your 
mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.
C Amen.

CHILDREN'S TIME

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The 
angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is 
perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, 
but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called 
king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with 
Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

THE FIRST LESSON...............................................2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the LORD is with you.”
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house 
to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people 



of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did
I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 
me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with
you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 
and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, 
so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a 
house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;
your throne shall be established forever.
The word of the Lord.                                                                                         
C Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE





THE SECOND LESSON.........................................Romans 16:25-27
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 
was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL.......................................................Luke 1:26-38
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter
C Glory to you, O Lord.
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON



THE NICENE CREED                                                                                    
  P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith.                                     

  C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.



THE PEACE

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                    
Hear us O God/Your mercy is great.

OUR LORD'S PRAYER
P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.                                            
C Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                              

hallowed be thy name,                                                                             
thy kingdom come,                                                                                   
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                          
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                           
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                 
as we forgive those                                                                                   
who trespass against us;                                                                          
and lead us not into temptation,                                                             
but deliver us from evil.                                                                           
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                        
and the power, and the glory,                                                                  
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING                                                                                             
P  The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
C Amen



HYMN 

*DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prayer List: Liz Ruesskamp, Richard Albright, Grace Arner, Diane 
Damaska, Ruth Pile, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Paul Young, Bob Shaible, 
Doris Brown, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Gladys Knauss, Patricia 
Alexander, Diane Osbaugh, Joann Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Pr. 
Frank Showers, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Gary Cable, 
Esteban Mazer, Elsie Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Cheryl Williams, Bernadette
Jones, Gregg, Kay Poliska, Ben Hufnagel, Steve Dewar, Judy Fortin. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP OF PRESENCE
Worship Attendance- Sunday, December 13

8 am - 18 10:30 am- 32
Total Offering: $4404

Regular $4396 Capital $0 World Hunger $0
Food Pantry $ 0 Global Missions  $0 Misc. $
Plate $ 0 Sunday School $8

LEADING US IN WORSHIP
LECTOR Vicki Haussmann
CANTOR/SONG LEADER Ray Huff
ORGANIST Sam Robinson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

By action of our Congregational Council, all in-person worship services 
including Christmas Eve Services have been suspended until further 
notice.  Virtual worship by way of video will continue to be
offered through our web page and Facebook.  Should be in need of 
pastoral care, please conatct our church office.  Be well and stay safe!



Commemorations this week:
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552
Sunday, December 20, 2020
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but 
around age twenty-four she and several other nuns who were influenced by 
the writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six children were born to 
Katie and Martin.


