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PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

HYMN Once in Royal David's City
Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ born among us, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.

KYRIE

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.
Upon us.

Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy.
Upon us.

God the Father, with the Spirit, gave us Christ
to love and save us.

Lord have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon us.

Tune Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Words BDYV and others, 2017

HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God in the Highest
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor- ship you,

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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You take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re- ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a- lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo- ry of God the Fa- ther. A - men
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God our redeemer, you created light that we

might live, and you illumine

our world with your beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and

turn us toward the light of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.



INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS

Within the gospel reading s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us
in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread
and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace
and truth.

THE FIRST LESSON.......ooiiiiiiiieeeeeeee, Jeremiah 31:7-14
7Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim 1s my firstborn.
10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,



and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
[ will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
The word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:12-20
12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20The LORD has not done so to any other people;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

THE SECOND LESSON......coooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. SHe destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the



mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL.......ccovveiivvurinnrnicssnicssarssssessssassssnnes .John 1:1-18
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter
C Glory to you, O Lord.
lIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” ) 16From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who i1s close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.



THE SERMON

HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem
O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si- lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.

oh,

come to  us,

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

a - bide with us,

our

Lord Im - man - u - el!



THE NICENE CREED
P Living together in trust and hope we affirm our faith.
C We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PEACE
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Hear us O God/Your mercy is great



OUR LORD'S PRAYER
P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING

P Almighty God,

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,

proclaimed joy through the angels,

sent the shepherds with good news,

and led the magi by a star,

bless you this day = through the Word made flesh.
C Amen

HYMN The First Noel



The First Noel
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2 They look - ed up and  saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, o’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
##:mn ; ° | ud ! I ! f— Y |
\\aY | | | _J—['_.P | z— J l P o
J I ! ! I K/ \'_/
cer-tain poor shep - herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in ... the east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came from coun - try far; to seck for a
Beth - le - hem it  took its  rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
04— |
A i e p F P o
A\ I | | I I I | I I I
») — I | — - |
they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
carth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . .. in - tent, and to  fol - low the
did both stop and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
Refrain
Q #u ! ud ! I i | | i ud
M—r_r | C — - | ! ) P - — F
night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - ¢, No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and frank - in - cense.
0 u . . .
¥y ! P ! P— T .
G- . - S — i — S — — p——
DV I ] — ' —
el, No - el Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Prayer List: Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Diane Damaska, Ruth Pile, Vanessa
Morgan, Gary Clark, Bob Shaible, Doris Brown, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller,
Gladys Knauss, Patricia Alexander, Diane Osbaugh, Joann Zeigler, Richard Ritter,
Ashton Ott, Pr. Frank Showers, Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Gary
Cable, Esteban Mazer, Elsie Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Cheryl Williams,
Bernadette Jones, Gregg, Kay Poliska, Family and Friends of Marie Byerly

LEADING US IN WORSHIP
LECTOR Ray Huft
CANTOR/SONG LEADER Karen Mariano
ORGANIST Sam Robinson

Our Stewardship through December 30, 2020

Regular Offering $4,202
Advent and Christmas $1,053
Thanksgiving $15
Capital Fund $20
Memorials $200

Synod Benevolence ~ $400
Pastor's Dis. Fund $100
TOTAL $6,050

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Portions of the service reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978, Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under
Jicense #2562-L. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5B144818

By action of our Congregational Council, all in-person worship services have
been suspended until further notice. Virtual worship by way of video will
continue to be offered through our web page and Facebook. Should be in
need of pastoral care, please contact our church office. Be well and stay safe!



Thank You! The Vasey Family thanks the members and friends of St. Mark's for
your cards, gifts and well wishes extended to us during the Advent and Christmas
Seasons. Yours in Christ, Pastor Brian Vasey and Family.

Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy 2021!

Christmas at the Organ; A Concert of Carols

The tenth day of Christmas (Sunday, January 3, 2021) at Covenant Central
Presbyterian Church (807 W. Front Street, Williamsport), 3pm. The concert will
feature nine members of the American Guild of Organists.

Commemorations this week:

The Epiphany of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

The Epiphany is the adoration of the Christ Child by the magi (wise men).
According to Matthew 2:1-12, magi (or wise men) from the East followed a star to
where Jesus was born and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710

Saturday, January 9, 2021

African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of
Canterbury, in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at
which church leaders were trained.




