
 

 

         The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 October 10, 2021 
 in the 168th Year of the Parish 

        St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
          142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

      stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

                         Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 

                                   Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor  

             bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

                                 

Welcome to Saint Mark's Lutheran Church! 

 

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”  

 

This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace.  

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person—questions, 

complexities and all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the 

life of the world. 

Please Note:  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 

provided revised guidelines with regard to mask wearing.  Following 

these guidelines, and the specific recommendations of our bishop (Bishop 

Collins of the Upper Susquehanna Synod) Church Council strongly 

recommends that masks be worn, social distancing followed, and to 

speak and sing in very low tones when worshipping in St. Mark's church 

building.  Thank You! 

 

An Order for Holy Communion, 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., Lutheran Book of 

Worship, Setting Two, (LBW, “Green Book”) 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 

 

PRELUDE   La Belle Fyne                   Anonymous (Early 16th century) 

   

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY 
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*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

 The pastor leads the congregation in the invocation, the sign of the cross may be 

made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
P In the name of the Father ☩, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen                                                                                                              

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                                            

C Amen       

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                             

 Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                                          

P Most merciful God,                                                                                     

C We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen                                                                      

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and 

for his sake forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                                   

C Amen                                 

     



 

 

 

*HYMN Lord of Light    (LBW, “Green”, 405) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

*GREETING                                                                                                        

P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C   And also with you. 

 

*GLORY TO GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of 

faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we 

may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of 

everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

 

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS 
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life 

is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that 

Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers 

him an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture 

bombards us with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our 

assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting 

for the sake of the other. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON…………………………………Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
6Seek the LORD and live, 

  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

  and bring righteousness to the ground! 

10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

11Therefore because you trample on the poor 

  and take from them levies of grain, 

 you have built houses of hewn stone, 

  but you shall not live in them; 

 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

  but you shall not drink their wine. 

12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

  and how great are your sins— 

 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

  and push aside the needy in the gate. 



 

 

13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

  for it is an evil time. 

14Seek good and not evil, 

  that you may live; 

 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

  just as you have said. 

15Hate evil and love good, 

  and establish justice in the gate; 

 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  

The word of the Lord.                                                                                       

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 90:12-17 
12So teach us to num- | ber our days 

  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. 

13Return, O LORD; how long | will you tarry? 

  Be gracious | to your servants.  
14Satisfy us by your steadfast love | in the morning; 

  so shall we rejoice and be glad | all our days. 

15Make us glad as many days as you af- | flicted us 

  and as many years as we suf- | fered adversity. 
16Show your ser- | vants your works, 

  and your splendor | to their children. 

17May the graciousness of the Lord our God | be upon us; 

  prosper the work of our hands; pros- | per our handiwork.  
 

THE SECOND LESSON………………………………..Hebrews 4:12-16 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able 

to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no 

creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to 

whom we must render an account. 

  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we 

do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 



 

 

but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 

sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. The word of the 

Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL……………………………………Mark 10:17-31 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

 

 

  

 

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, 

and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but 

God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You 

shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 

witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to 

him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, 

loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 

money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 

me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he 

had many possessions. 

  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be 

for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples 

were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 

hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 



 

 

kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, 

“Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 

impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 

you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and 

for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in 

this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with 

persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first 

will be last, and the last will be first.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*HYMN God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (LBW, “Green”, 408) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*THE APOSTLES' CREED 
P Living together in trust and hope, we affirm our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.                                            

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit                                      

and born of the virgin Mary.                                                                           

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,                                                                   

was crucified, died, and was buried.                                                               

He descended into hell.                                                                                    

On the third day he rose again.                                                                       

He ascended into heaven,                                                                                 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:                                                              

After each petition, “Lord, in your mercy/Hear our prayer.”  

*THE PEACE                                                                                            

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                

C And also with you.                                                                                    

 

 

 



 

 

The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words, and/or 

gestures of peace, limiting physical touch and contact with one another. 

*THE GREAT THANKSIVING 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our 

Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church 

on earth and in heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER 

P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Persons may come forward to the chancel to receive Holy Communion.  This 

format will be more “continuous” noting the following procedure: 

 Communicants, masked and observing social distancing, are asked to 

come forward as directed by ushers by way of the center aisle, take a 

cup from the tray provided and receive the bread from Pastor Vasey. 

 Once receiving the bread, communicants will proceed to one of two 

stations (left or right) to receive wine from the pouring chalice. 

 After receiving wine, communicants will place the empty cup in the 

designated tray and return to their pew by way of the side aisles. 

Please do not kneel at the rail.  Kneeling at the rail will return at a time to be 

determined by pastor and Church Council. 

P All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

THE COMMUNION 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P    Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood                                       

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.                                  

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,                                              

bearing witness to the abundance of your love                                                

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

 

*THE BLESSING 

P The blessing of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C Amen 

 
 



 

 

 

 

*HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory (LBW, “Green”, 415) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  The Living Word dwells in you. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    A Hornpype                                  Hugh Aston (1485-1558)                                                                                                                           

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from... 

 Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978)  

  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L). 

 Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006) 

  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. 

 sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress.  All rights reserved.   

  Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818. 

 “One License” A-738528. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

Prayer List:  Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Diane Damaska, Vanessa 

Morgan, Gary Clark, Doris Brown, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Patricia 

Alexander, Joann Zeigler, Diana Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille 

Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Ruth Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie 

Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Bernadette Jones, Susan Kalabacas, Kay Poliska, 

Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Roy and Gloria Meyer, Mary Lou Doebler, 

Walt Haussmann, Lou and Linda DeSeau, the victims and family members of 

COVID-19. 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS (10/10/21)                                                                                                                 

 Lector  8 a.m. Leah Haussmann 

    10:30 a.m. Pam Jensen 

 Cantor/Song-leader (10:30)   Karen Mariano 

 Communion Assistants      

    8 a.m. Becky Pryor 

                                     10:30 a.m. Ken & Laura Schreckengast 

 Organist  Sam Robinson 

 

 

 



 

 

USHERS:                                                                                             

 8 a.m. Dick Miller/Herb Poff 

 10:30 a.m.  Mike Jensen, Captain. Ushers: Gary Weber, Sean Jensen               

and Shelby Weber 

 

COVID CONTACT: Please note that your attendance at worship will be 

recorded.  This serves as a precaution in case contact-tracing due to the 

pandemic is warranted.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE : St. Joseph the Worker will be having a Memorial 

Mass to honor Morris Smith on Friday, October 15th at 7 p.m. Morris Smith 

was the former Shepherd of the Streets. All are welcome to attend. 

 

GREATER LYCOMING COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK IS 

TODAY, 1 p.m.!  Our team captain is Brenda Gair (brenda1@comcast.net 

or 570-321-7561).  Help CROP stop hunger locally and globally.  Become a 

walker and/or sponsor. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES: OCT. 17-24. 

First Communion Class for ages Kindergarten-Second Grade is Oct. 17-24, 

9:15 a.m. in the Nursery.  Please note this is a two week class and one parent 

(or guardian) must accompany each child.  First Communion will take place 

on October 31, 2021.  If your child is older than grade two and has not 

received Holy Communion but would like to, please see Pastor Vasey 

 

PUMPKIN CARVING, OCTOBER 23, 5 p.m.  Join us in Fellowship Hall 

for an evening of fun and fellowship as pumpkins become “Jack-O-

Lanterns”.  Pumpkins and carving tools will be provided but please RSVP by 

October 20 to Vicki Haussmann (570-447-3263) or sign-up in the Narthex. 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31.  Reformation Sunday will 

serve as our Consecration Sunday (the day we return our pledges for the next 

calendar year).  On October 31 please bring with you to worship your 

completed “Estimate of Giving Card” from the October Lion.  As you exit 
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from either worship service, place the card along with your church offering in 

the basket provided.  Reformation Sunday provides an excellent opportunity 

to show our gratitude to God for sharing with us Christ's gifts of acceptance, 

love, grace, forgiveness, life, life eternal and faith.  Join us on October 31 as 

we say, “thank you” to God for sharing with us all the blessings we enjoy.      

 

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?  Faith and Fellowship has 

temporarily “moved some books” from our church library to the Front 

Lounge in order to make them more accessible.  Stop by the Front Lounge 

and take a look!  

 

DO YOU LIKE TO SING IN A CHOIR? St. Mark’s is forming a “pop-up 

choir” (individual singers who come together to sing an anthem on Sunday 

morning at the 10:30 worship). If this appeals to you, please contact our 

organist/choir director, Sam Robinson 

(samrobinson@stmarkswilliamsport.org).  

 
. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Regular Offering   $  3429.50    

Miscellaneous    $      20.00 

World Hunger    $      10.00 

Sunday School Offering  $      11.00 

Blanket Appeal              $    265.00 

Flower Memorials/ Tributes          $      90.00      

Grand Total    $  3825.50 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God: 

+ In loving memory of our parents, Philip K. and Mary Louise Thomas, and 

Donald and Dorothy Robbins by Phil and Barb Thomas. 

+In loving memory of my daughter, Sally Ann Millikan, on her birthday, by 

Sally Bjornstad. 
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COMMEMORATIONS 

Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, died 1996 (TFF) 

Sunday, October 10, 2021 

A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working 

toward ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in 

America. Ordained in 1958, he served in positions including Director for 

Minority Concerns of the Division for Mission in North America. 

Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582 
Friday, October 15, 2021 

A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which 

she belonged, Teresa may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on 

December 14. Latino Christians traditionally remember her on this date. 
 


