The Second Sunday of Easter
April 24, 2022
in the 169" year of the Parish
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org
Office (570-323-4619) FAX (570-323-2452)
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor

Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church!
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”

This is Christ's Church. There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Join
us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

Our COVID-19 Guidelines:
e Hand Sanitizer is available for your use.
e Face masks are optional.
e Offerings may be received by way of baskets as you enter or leave.
[ ]

Please continue to observe social distancing and our directives as to
where to sit.

A Guide to Hymnal Use:
LBW refers to our Green Hymnal
WOV refers to our Blue Hymnal
An Order for Holy Eucharist, Setting One, Lutheran Book of Worship
*Please stand as you are able.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCING THE DAY
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM



P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C  Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the waters of baptism,

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

Water is poured into the font as the pastor continues.

We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin 1s drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

You call us forth and send us out.

In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more.

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.

C Amen.
*HYMN Thine Is the Glory LBW ”Green” 145



*THE GREETING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*KYRIE
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray. O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the
wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your
mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C  Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe.
Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty
days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will
provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to
believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of Holy
Communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.

THE FIRST LESSON...uiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiineiiaiotetsssenssenssnnes Acts 5:27-32
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council.
The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach
in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles
answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

The word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 118:14-29

14The LORD is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.

15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!

16The right hand of the LORD]| is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”

171 shall not | die, but live,



and declare the works | of the LORD.
18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
190pen for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD.
20“This is the gate | of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter.”
211 give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation.
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23By the LORD has | this been done;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24This is the day that the | LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad 1n it.
25Hosanna! | O LORD, save us!
We pray to you, LORD, pros- | per our days!
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the LORD;
we bless you from the house | of the LORD.
27The LORD is God and has giv- | en us light.
Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar.
28You are my God, and | I will thank you;
you are my God, and I | will exalt you.
29Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good;
God’s mercy en- | dures forever.

THE SECOND LESSON. . .cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnniiieiiinnneccenn Revelation 1:4-8
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, Sand from Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will
walil.

So it is to be. Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and



who is to come, the Almighty.
The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE GOSPEL.....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiitiiititiieeieeiaccacens John 20: 19-31
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, O Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 231If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So0 the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not



written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.

P The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN O Sons and Daughters of the King LBW, “Green”, 139

*THE NICENE CREED

P Living together in trust and hope, let us affirm our faith.
C We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS
After each petition: God in your mercy/Receive our prayer.

*THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words,

and/or gestures of peace, limiting physical touch and physical contact.

ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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@ It is right to give him thanks and praise.



P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But
chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
1s the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels, and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: endless is your mercy and eternal
your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations and made
for yourself a chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds
proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat, this is my body which
1s given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again after supper, he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink saying: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord
offered for us. And believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming



in power to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Join our prayers with those of your saints of every time and place, and unite them
with ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord
of all.

/Q r— I — ) — -
ood——f—f "]
Through him, with him, in him, in the wu - ni-ty of the

ND

— — T 1 -
| | | | | | .
e o, | E [ |
™) o !  — ! '
Ho - ly Spir - it, all hon - or and glo - ry is yours, al -
f) [r———
Ko T —J—F] i
S ! ! L e o o ¢ ¢ 7
might- y Fa - ther, now and for-ev - er. A men

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER

P Let us pray as our Savior Christ has taught us,
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*LAMB OF GOD
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Persons may come forward to the chancel to receive Holy Communion. This

format will be more “continuous’ noting the following procedure:

e Observing social distancing communicants are asked to come forward as
directed by ushers by way of the center aisle, take a cup from the tray
provided and receive the bread from Pastor Vasey.

e Once receiving the bread, communicants will proceed to one of two stations
(left or right) to receive wine from the pouring chalice.

e After receiving wine, communicants will place the empty cup in the
designated tray and return to their pew by way of the side aisles.

Please do not kneel at the rail at this time. Thank You!

P The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
C Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen.

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, generous God,



for in this bread and cup

we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

*BLESSING
P Almighty God, the God of resurrection and new life; Father, Son =+ and

Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C  Amen.

*HYMN We Walk By Faith WOV, “Blue”, 675

*DISMISSAL

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

++++++++++++F+ A+
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from...
Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright 1978)
Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L).
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006)
Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L.
sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress. All rights
reserved.
Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818.
“One License” A-738528.
+++++++++++++++++ A+

Prayer List: Victims of COVID-19 and their families, Liz Ruesskamp, Grace
Arner, Diane Damaska, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Doris Brown, Charles
Miller, Jerry Miller, Patricia Alexander, Diana Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott,
Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Ruth Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie



Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Susan Kalabacas, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Roy
and Gloria Meyer, Mary Lou Doebler, Walt Haussmann, Lou DeSeau, Jeremy
Splain, Marion Waldeisen, Ryan Dancho, the people of Ukraine and Eastern
Europe, Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, Kathy Eshelman.

WORSHIP LEADERS (4/24/2022)

Lector 8 a.m. Ruth Rees
10:30 a.m. Kathy Dancho
Communion Assistants

8 a.m. Becky Pryor
10:30 a.m. Ralph and Lou Ann Zeigler

Organist Sam Robinson

USHERS:
8 a.m. Dick Miller/Herb Poff
10:30 a.m. Carl Albright - Captain; Brenda, Owen and Levi Gair.

BULLETIN SPONSOR
Shirley Miller Thank You Shirley!

WELCOME JOE!
Joe Baur has been hired as our new Administrative Assistant. We welcome Joe to
this new position and to our staff. A short bio will be in the May “Lion”.

OUR STEWARDSHIP (4/17/2022)
Posted contributions for Period 04/11/2022 to 04/17/2022

Fund Description Amount
1 Regular Offering 8,377.50
2 Plate Offering 100.00
3 Easter 1,575.00
5 Lent 707.00
7  Bulletin Sponsor 10.00



10  Initial Offering 5.00

12 Miscellaneous 50.00
16 Food Pantry 30.00
26  Shepherd of the Street 116.50
33  Operation Christmas Child 25.00
34 Disaster Relief 180.00
45  Capital Fund 700.00
47  Flower Memorials/Tributes 60.00
50  Synod Benevolence 700.00

Grand Total 12,636.00

DO YOU ENJOY QUILTING?

St. Mark’s would like to “resurrect” our Quilting Ministry! If you like to sew or
quilt or are just interested contact Kathy Dancho at 570-435-2716 or
dancho2@yverizon.net.

THE AED (Automated External Defibrillator) and first aid kit are located in the
hallway outside of the chapel.

LUTHERAN CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP. St. Paul Lutheran Church
Scholarship Program was established by the congregation of the former St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Williamsport to benefit Lutheran students of Lycoming
County. Students who wish to apply to the scholarship program should complete
an online application at https://www.thriventcharitable.com/grants/scholarships.
Applications, transcripts, community service resume, and one online
recommendation are due by April 29, 2022. For additional information contact
Dave Zastrow, Donor Services Associate at 800-365-4172 or to
Tcscholarships@thrivent.com.

CRISIS IN UKRAINE. Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our
companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. Your gifts will
support Ukrainians and others. Rest assured that gifts to Eastern Europe Crisis
Response will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by the crisis in
Ukraine and neighboring countries. Should you wish to contribute please make
checks payable to St. Mark's and note, “Ukraine” on the memo line. Thank you
for your gifts and prayers for the people of Ukraine.



READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? Faith and Fellowship has temporarily
“moved some books” from our church library to the Front Lounge in order to
make them more accessible. Stop by the Front Lounge and take a look!

FAMILY PROMISE. Family Promise is up and running again with families
staying at the Center. St. Mark’s is scheduled for July 10-16, Oct. 16-22 and Dec.
11-17. Our commitment at this point would be providing evening meals. [ will be
getting in touch with our “cooks” later this month. Thank You! Deb Buckman.

ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God:

+ In Honor of Edwin Jackson by Brian Jackson.

+ In Loving Memory of Prudence and William Waldeisen, and Margaret and
Herbert Poff by the Family.

COMMEMORATIONS

Mark, Evangelist

Monday, April 25, 2022

He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a
member of the early church community. The gospel that bears his name is the
shortest and most direct, and many scholars think it was the first to be written.

Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380

Friday, April 29, 2022

This theologian was the first woman among “Western Christians” to receive the
title "Doctor [teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known
for her mystical visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor
and imprisoned.



