The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022
in the 169" year of the Parish
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org
Office (570-323-4619) FAX (570-323-2452)
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor

Welcome to St. Mark's Lutheran Church!
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”

This is Christ's Church. There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Join
us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

Our COVID-19 Guidelines:
e Hand Sanitizer is available for your use.
e Face masks are optional.
e Offerings may be received by way of baskets as you enter or leave.
[ ]

Please continue to observe social distancing and our directives as to
where to sit.

A Guide to Hymnal Use:
LBW refers to our Green Hymnal
WOV refers to our Blue Hymnal

An Order for Holy Eucharist, Setting One, Lutheran Book of Worship
*Please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE Voluntary in C, Largo John Alcock (1715-1806)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCING THE DAY

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!




*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C  Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P In the waters of baptism,

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

Water is poured into the font as the pastor continues.

We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin 1s drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

You call us forth and send us out.

In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more.

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.

C  Amen.

*HYMN Good Christian Friends Rejoice and Sing  LBW “Green”, 144



*THE GREETING
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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*THIS IS THE FEAST
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le- Iu - ia,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray. O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your will, and
work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
C Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ, our “Good
Shepherd™. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come
out of the great ordeal’ in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the
baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

THE FIRST LESSON...uiiitiiitiiiiiiiiieiiieiineiieieietssssnssenssnees Acts 9:36-43
36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room

upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without

delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter
put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body
and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat
up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain
Simon, a tanner.

The word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23
1The LORD| 1s my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

THE SECOND LESSON....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineeiineennens Revelation 7:9-17
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They
cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, 12singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?” 141 said to him, “Sir, you are the one that
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

15For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;



17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo ry to you, O Lord.

P The holy gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to
me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN The King of Love My Shepherd, Is LBW “Green”, 456

*THE NICENE CREED

P Living together in trust and hope, let us affirm our faith.
C We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.



He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS
After each petition: God in your mercy/Receive our prayer.

*THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words,

and/or gestures of peace, limiting physical touch and physical contact.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But
chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
1s the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us eternal life. And so,
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels, and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: endless is your mercy and eternal
your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations and made
for yourself a chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds
proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat, this is my body which
1s given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again after supper, he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink saying: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord
offered for us. And believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming
in power to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Join our prayers with those of your saints of every time and place, and unite them
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with ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord
of all.
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*OUR LORD'S PRAYER

P Let us pray as our Savior Christ has taught us,
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*LAMB OF GOD

I Q . I T T | | E— } — T ]
| |} | I [ ——— I |
t@ﬁﬁii‘_d o & ! ] 1 I I |
o) - - - o
Lambof God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
N ;
€ n n T I 1 i ] | | I— | 1 L I n
éé ? E I I ! | ! - | ] | | ——
e = = : - r 4
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
(8] —
€ I n n T I 1 ] ] I 1 1 ]
|- | | ~ | 1 | | | | .
5 o J — -
- - o [ J } -
world; have mer- cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the
8]
| - I [ ———— I I | I I 1 I I I I |
| A i; 1 1 I i I 1 1 1 1 1 Il 1 n |
9 - = —= =

sin of the world; grant us peace.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Persons may come forward to the chancel to receive Holy Communion. This

format will be more ““continuous’ noting the following procedure:

e Observing social distancing communicants are asked to come forward as
directed by ushers by way of the center aisle, take a cup from the tray
provided and receive the bread from Pastor Vasey.

e Once receiving the bread, communicants will proceed to one of two stations
(left or right) to receive wine from the pouring chalice.

e After receiving wine, communicants will place the empty cup in the
designated tray and return to their pew by way of the side aisles.

Please do not kneel at the rail at this time. Thank You!

P The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
C Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen.

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, generous God,

for in this bread and cup

12



we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

*BLESSING

P Almighty God, the God of resurrection and new life; Father, Son *+ and

Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

*HYMN Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing LBW “Green”, 196

*DISMISSAL

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Voluntary in C, Allegro John Alcock (1715-1806)

+++++++++++++ A+
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from...
Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright 1978)
Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L).
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006)
Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L.
sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress. All rights
reserved.
Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818.
“One License” A-738528.
++++++++++++++++++++ A+

Prayer List: Victims of COVID-19 and their families, Liz Ruesskamp, Grace
Arner, Diane Damaska, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Doris Brown, Charles
Miller, Jerry Miller, Patricia Alexander, Diana Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott,
Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Ruth Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie
Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Susan Kalabacas, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Roy
13



and Gloria Meyer, Mary Lou Doebler, Walt Haussmann, Jeremy Splain, Marion
Waldeisen, Ryan Dancho, Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, the people of Ukraine
and Eastern Europe, the families of Lou DeSeau and Carolyn-Kay Lundy

WORSHIP LEADERS (5/8/2022)
Lector 8 a.m. Leah Haussmann
10:30 a.m. Donna Boston
Communion Assistants
8 a.m. Becky Pryor
10:30 a.m. Matt Fortin and Bud Doebler
Organist Sam Robinson
USHERS: 8 a.m. Dick Miller/Herb Poff
10:30 a.m. Gary Weber, Pam Jensen, Shelby Weber

DO YOU ENJOY QUILTING?

St. Mark’s would like to “resurrect” our Quilting Ministry! If you like to sew or
quilt or are just interested contact Kathy Dancho at 570-435-2716 or
dancho2@verizon.net.

THE AED (Automated External Defibrillator) and first aid kit are located in the
hallway outside of the chapel.

CRISIS IN UKRAINE. Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our
companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. Your gifts will
support Ukrainians and others. Rest assured that gifts to Eastern Europe Crisis
Response will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by the crisis in
Ukraine and neighboring countries. Should you wish to contribute please make
checks payable to St. Mark's and note, “Ukraine” on the memo line. Thank you
for your gifts and prayers for the people of Ukraine.

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? Faith and Fellowship has temporarily
14



“moved some books” from our church library to the Front Lounge in order to
make them more accessible. Stop by the Front Lounge and take a look!

FAMILY PROMISE. Family Promise is up and running again with families
staying at the Center. St. Mark’s is scheduled for July 10-16, Oct. 16-22 and Dec.
11-17. Our commitment at this point would be providing evening meals. [ will be
getting in touch with our “cooks” later this month. Thank You! Deb Buckman.

OUR STEWARDSHIP (5/01/2022)

Regular Offering 5,566.50
Sunday School 5.00
Grand Total 5.571.50

ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God:

+In Loving Memory of Rosena Haines by Dan and Diana Zeigler

+In Honor of Our Mothers, Judy Fortin and Ruth Ann Bigelow by Wanda and
Matt Fortin and Family
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Julian of Victor the Nicolaus Matthias,
Norwich Moor Ludwig Abpostile
von
Zinzendorf
COMMEMORATIONS

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416

Sunday, May 8, 2022

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she
later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of
medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious
experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love.

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303

Sunday, May 8, 2022

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of
Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of
Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan.

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymn writer, died
1760

Monday, May 9, 2022

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's
land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this
community. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for
writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith.

Matthias, Apostle

Saturday, May 14, 2022

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a
replacement for the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of
Jesus throughout the Lord's ministry.
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