The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 4, 2022
in the 169" Year of the Parish

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org
Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452)
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor
bvasey(@stmarkswilliamsport.org

Welcome to Saint Mark's Lutheran Church!
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”

This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace.

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person—questions,
complexities and all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of
the world.




Our COVID-19 Guidelines:

Hand sanitizer is available for your use.

Face masks are optional.

Offerings may be received by way of baskets as you enter or leave.
Please continue to observe social distancing when sharing the peace.

An Order for Holy Communion, 9:30 a.m., Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting
Two, (LBW, “Green Book™)

*Please stand as you are able.
PRELUDE Prelude in E Minor JS Bach
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

P In the name of the Father *F, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C  Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C  Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination. The congregation may kneel.

P Most merciful God,

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so



that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

The pastor stands and gives words of assurance.

P In the mercy of the almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and
for his sake God forgives your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
*HYMN Lift High the Cross LBW, “Green”, 377

*THE GREETING

P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD
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You are seat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual
help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify
your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C  Amen.



INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating
Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ.
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this
hour for life and life eternal.

THE FIRST LESSON...cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnniiiciiinnnnicccnnes Deuteronomy 30:15-20
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering
to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 181 declare to you today that you shall
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter
and possess. 191 call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set
before your life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast
to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.

The word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.
41t is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
STherefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.



THE SECOND LESSON...ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiienicinscennnes Philemon 1-21
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus
our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God Sbecause I hear
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 61 pray that the
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we
may do for Christ. 71 have indeed received much joy and encouragement from
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my
brother.

8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your
duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10l am appealing to you
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my
imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both
to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 131
wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place
during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without
your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that
you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh
and in the Lord.

17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome
me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my
account. 191, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing
about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience,
[ am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
The word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*THE HOLY GOSPEL.....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinecinnenes Luke 14:25-33
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to

them, 26““Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my

disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 290therwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to

finish.” 310r what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one
who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the
other i1s still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
THE SERMON
*HYMN O Master, Let Me Walk With You LBW, “Green”, 492

*THE APOSTLES' CREED

P Living together in trust and hope, we affirm our faith, the faith in which we
baptize:

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit



and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition, “Merciful God/Receive our prayer.”

*THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words,
and/or gestures of peace, limiting physical touch and contact with one another.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.




P Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection, opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER

P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*LAMB OF GOD
N4 . .
)7 A I | | | | | Y | | Y
e e o o B o e et e e s B
< Jj 7= hd _‘_H_‘__,;'—J B ) P L —— ? o=
Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
N4
A e I I ' —— T —1 o S ——| H—+—»
1\3 - o 7o _rld_i > P I i' 2 M
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
Q 5 T I I I T I
‘ e et
ANV b | | | | | |
’y; T y y T T
Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
N4 .
)7 A I | | | |
F AN P | | | & | | |
[ Faw A [#) | [#10 [ | | |
ANV | ot = 7] P [§ )
Y I -
grant us peace, grant us peace.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Persons may come forward to the chancel to receive Holy Communion. This

format will be more ““continuous’ noting the following procedure:
e Communicants are asked to come forward as directed by ushers by way of
the center aisle, take a cup from the tray provided and receive the bread.
e Once receiving the bread, communicants will proceed to one of two stations
(left or right) to receive wine from the pouring chalice.
e After receiving wine, communicants will place the empty cup in the
designated tray and return to their pew by way of the side aisles.
Please do not kneel at the rail.
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P In Christ's presence there is fullness of joy! Come to the banquet!

C Thanks be to God.
THE COMMUNION
*AFTER COMMUNION

P The body and blood of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Life-giving God,

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds

and fed us with your mercy.

Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,

that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C Amen.

*THE BLESSING

P The God of peace,
Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,

and show the path of life,

this day and always.

C Amen.

*HYMN Forth In Thy Name
*DISMISSAL

P Go 1n peace, love your neighbor.
C  Amen. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE \oluntary

Merkel

LBW, “Green”, 505
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+++++++++++++++++++++++ A+
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from...

Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978)

Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L).

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006)

Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L.
sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress. All rights
reserved.

Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818.

“One License™ A-738528.
+++++++++++++++++++++H 4
Prayer List: Victims of COVID-19 and their families, Liz Ruesskamp, Grace
Arner, Diane Damaska, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Doris Brown, Charles
Miller, Jerry Miller, Patricia Alexander, Diana Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott,
Lucille Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Ruth Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie
Sechler, Virginia Pulaskie, Susan Kalabacas, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Roy
and Gloria Meyer, Mary Lou Doebler, Walt Haussmann, Jeremy Splain, Ryan
Dancho, Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Sadie
Wentzel, the family of Marion Waldeisen, the people of Ukraine and Eastern

Europe.
+++++++++++++ AR

WORSHIP LEADERS (9/4/22)

Lector: Deb Buckman

Communion Assistants:

Organist: Sam Robinson

Ushers: Matt Fortin — Captain, Glenn Yaple, Bud
Doebler

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? Faith and
Fellowship has temporarily “moved some books” from our
church library to the Front Lounge in order to make them more
accessible. Stop by the Front Lounge and take a look!
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PASTOR'S VACATION, SEPTEMBER 1-8. Should
you need a pastor during this time please contact the
Rev. Ron Montgomery (570) 584-4619 or (570) 584-
4465.

Authorized Lay Worship Leader. Thank you Ray for preaching and
presiding today!

[ ) * TODAY WE WELCOME MR. C. RAY HUFF as our preacher and
| presider. In addition to being a member of St. Mark's, Ray is a Synod

OUR STEWARDSHIP 8/28/22)

Regular Offering 2,881.00
Plate Offering 20.00
TOTAL 2,901.00

MARION WALDEISEN'S MEMORIAL SERVICE is
Saturday, September 10, 10:30 a.m. at St. Mark's. All are
welcome.

ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God:
+In Loving Memory of Mr. and Mrs. C. Gelbert Lloyd by
Carl and Beverly Hieber and family

+In Loving Memory of my father, Glenn Means and in
Honor of my mother, Pauline Means by Kathy Eshelman
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Our Community’s annual walk to fight hunger, CROP
Hunger Walk, will be held Sunday, October 9™ at 1:00
p.m., at the River Walk in Williamsport. The walk begins
here at St. Mark’s and you can walk 3, 6 or 9 miles (most
of us walk 3 miles).

Join the St. Mark’s team to walk or donate and help us
make this the most successful year. Our goal is $1,000 (last year we raised $920)! We
walk because they walk for food. By walking on a fall afternoon, you create awareness
to these issues, raise funds and have fellowship with members of the St. Mark’s
congregation as well as other congregations.

25% of the funds we raise support local hunger agencies plus we impact families in
more than 35 countries. In partnership CROP walks support self-help programs, assist
after disasters and help address root causes of poverty by providing water systems and
tools to grow the food they need.

To register to walk or donate to our team, you can speak with volunteers in the Narthex
or on-line; https://www.crophungerwalk.org/williamsportpa

Click: Donate > Donate to a Team > enter “St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Lion” > enter
your donation.

Thank You all for your kind words in regard to the
monthly “Lion”. A big thank you to those who help with
the articles and news that go in the newsletter and the
ones who help put it together.

The deadline for the October newsletter is September 19.

Thanks in advance for getting your information and
articles in on time.

NewSIetter
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[ 2e SoMAEOne has a

health concern wWe

need to pray about
this maorning.

Dog Church
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T AM THE LIWVING GOD—
AND T APPROVED THIS
MESSAGE | ¥

COMMEMORATION

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654

Friday, September 9, 2022

Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit
missionary, and served in present-day Colombia. His
ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived
there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their
dialects, and taught them Christianity.
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