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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

in the 169h Year of the Parish 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 
Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 

bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
                                 
Welcome to Saint Mark's! 
This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here.  Join us as we do God's 
work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”  
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Our COVID-19 Guidelines: 
Hand sanitizer is available for your use. 
Face masks are optional. 
Offerings may be received by way of baskets as you enter or leave. 
Please continue to observe social distancing when passing the peace. 
 
A guide to hymnal use: LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRELUDE      Ave Maria   (Arcadelt, arr. Liszt) 
  
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of baptism                            

P Blessed be the Lord ☩, the God of Israel,                                                        

who alone does wondrous things.                                                                                  
C Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen.                                                              
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.                                                     
Let us confront our sins,                                                                                               
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.                                                     
The congregation may kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection.                                          
P God of new beginnings,                                                                                       
C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.                               
We have strayed from your paths.                                                                          
We prepare for war instead of peace.                                                                     
We dishonor one another and your creation.                                                    
Purify us with your refining fire                                                                             
and set us again on your way of love,                                                                     
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,                                                      
and welcome your coming among us.                                                                  
Amen.                                                                                                                         
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The pastor stands and speaks the following:                                                                
P People of God,                                                                                                   
a new thing is growing in our midst,                                                                               
a tender branch,                                                                                                               
a living sign.                                                                                                                
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.                                                 

You have put on ☩ Christ,                                                                                         

and your sins have been washed away.                                                                  
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.                                                                                     
C Amen. 

*HYMN    Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel   LBW “Green”, 34 

*THE GREETING                                                                                                       
P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                     
C And also with you. 

*KYRIE                                     
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*LIGHT ONE CANDLE (stanza four) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.                                                                                            
C Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S READINGS 
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him 
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the 
one named Emmanuel, God-with-us.  On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON……………………………………………..Isaiah 7:10-16 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
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the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 
are in dread will be deserted.” 
The word of the Lord.                                                                                                   
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 
THE SECOND LESSON…………………………………………..Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
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Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The word of the Lord.                                                                                                   
C  Thanks be to God.   
                                                                                          
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
*THE HOLY GOSPEL………………………………………Matthew 1:18-25 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

                                                                      
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a 
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
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angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
THE SERMON 
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*HYMN Canticle of the Turning (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 723) 
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*THE NICENE CREED 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
C We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                               
After each petition, “Lord, in your mercy/Hear our prayer.” 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                     
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                         
C And also with you.                                                                                       
The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words, 
and/or gestures of peace, limiting physical touch and contact with one another. 
 
ANTHEM 
On the fourth Sunday of Advent, we pay homage to the Virgin Mary with a setting 
of Ave Maria by the Franco-Flemish composer of the Renaissance period Jacques 
Arcadelt (1507-1568). While we commonly attribute this musical setting to 
Arcadelt, most know that the composer wrote the music for a setting of a three-
voice chanson: Nous voyons que les hommes. In 1842, a French composer, Pierre-
Louis Dietsch discovered this music and adapted the Renaissance piece to fit with 
the text of Ave Maria prayer. Later, Franz Liszt would take this composition and 
set it for solo virtuoso piano and organ. 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.       
 P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 
will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world 
in righteousness.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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P Holy God, mighty Lord, Gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.  
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Through Abraham you 
promised to bless the nations. 
Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 
and, at this the end of all the ages, you sent your Son, 
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom 
and was obedient to your will, 
even to the giving of his life. 
  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
As often as we eat this bread 
and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death, 
until he comes. 
 
C Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore gracious Father, 
with this bread and cup  
we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
the spirit of our Lord and his resurrection, 
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory and receive  
our inheritance with all your saints in light.  
 
C Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Join our prayers with those of your servants  
of every time and place, and unite them with  
the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity  
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of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever. 
 
C Amen. 
 
*OUR LORD'S PRAYER 
P Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
*LAMB OF GOD 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Persons may come forward to the chancel to receive Holy Communion.  This 
format will be more “continuous” noting the following procedure: 

 Communicants as directed by ushers are asked to come forward by way of 
the center aisle, take a cup from the tray provided and receive the bread. 

 Once receiving the bread, communicants will proceed to one of two stations 
(left or right) to receive wine from the pouring chalice. 

 After receiving wine, communicants will place the empty cup in the 
designated tray and return to their pew by way of the side aisles. 

Please do not kneel at the rail. 
P Rejoice!  Come to the feast of Emmanuel. 
C Thanks be to God. 

THE COMMUNION 

*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             
P The body and blood of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven and earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we await the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.                                                    
C      Amen. 
 
*THE BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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*HYMN   The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came WOV, “Blue”, 632 
 
*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Magnificat Primi Ton i  Johann Pachelbel 
                                                                                                               
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from... 
 Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978)  
  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L). 
 Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006) 
  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. 
 sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress.  All rights 
 reserved.   
  Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818. 
 “One License” A-738528. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
Prayer List: Victims of COVID-19 and their families, Liz Ruesskamp, Grace 
Arner, Diane Damaska, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, 
Patricia Alexander, Diana Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, April 
Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Ruth Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie Sechler, Virginia 
Pulaskie, Susan Kalabacas, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Roy and Gloria Meyer, 
Mary Lou Doebler, the people of Ukraine and Eastern Europe, Storm and 
Hurricane Victims,  Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy 
Eshelman, Micah, Connie Shiable, Ann Kuntz 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, THE CHURCH 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED. 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 THE OFFICE WILL BE OPEN. 
BUT EMERGENCY MESSAGES WILL BE RETURNED. 

Sunday, January 1, The Holy Name of Jesus (Holy Communion, 9:30 a.m.) 
 Only one worship time this Sunday.  No Sunday Church School 
MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2023, THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS (December 18, 2022)                                                                         
 Lector  8:00 a.m.  Becky Pryor 
    10:30 a.m.  Phil Thomas 
  

Communion  8:00 a.m.  Becky Pryor / Drew Haussmann / Jackie 
Assistants     Kinney    
   10:30 a.m.   Walt Doebler and Gary Weber 
 

 Organist     Sam Robinson 
 
 Ushers  8:00 a.m.  Richard Miller and Herb Poff 
    10:30 a.m.  Mike Jensen, Captain 
       Gary Weber, Sean Jensen, Shelby Weber 
 
 Altar Guild  December  Bev Hieber and Audrey Albright 

 
READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?  Faith and 
Fellowship has temporarily “moved some books” from our 
church library to the Front Lounge in order to make them 
more accessible.  Stop by the Front Lounge and take a look!  
 

 
OUR STEWARDSHIP (12/11/22) 
  Regular Offering    $4,214.00 
  Plate Offerings           15.00 
  Christmas & Advent            5.00 
  Parish Life            65.00 
  Christmas Flowers          24.00 
  Family Promise Hosting         30.00 
  Capital Funding           10.00 
  Flower Memorials / Tributes         70.00 

Synod Benevolence          10.00 
 GRAND TOTAL  $4.443.00 
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ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God: 
+In Loving Memory of Alfred and Lois Johns by Matt and Wanda 
Fortin and family. 
+In Loving Memory of Jack and Doris Fortin by Matt and Wanda 
Fortin and family 
 

 
 
The deadline for the January 2023 Newsletter is Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. Please make sure all articles are 
submitted by the deadline. Of course earlier is always 
appreciated. Thank you for your cooperation.  
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Saturday, December 24, The Nativity of Our Lord 
 Children's and Family Holy Communion, 7 p.m. 
 Traditional Candlelight Holy Communion, 10 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
Sunday, December 25, The Nativity of Our Lord (Holy Communion, 9:30 a.m.) 
 Only one worship time this Sunday.  No Sunday Church School 
 
 

                                            
MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES 

Wednesdays in Advent - November 30 and concluding December 21.  

Join us in our chapel from 12:15 - 12:45 p.m. as we explore the witness of 
“Advent Saints”. 

 December 21, Katharina von Bora Luther, Renewer of the Church 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 
1552 
Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took 
vows as a nun, but around age twenty-four she and several 
other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin 
Luther left the convent. Six children were born to Katie and 
Martin. 
 
 
 

 
 


