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The First Sunday after Pentecost 
The Holy Trinity 

June 4, 2023 
in the 170h Year of the Parish 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 

Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

                                 
Welcome to Saint Mark's! 
This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here.  Join us as we do God's 
work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
 
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”  
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Please be aware: 
Hand sanitizer is available for your use. 
Face masks are optional. 
Offerings may be received by way of baskets as you enter or leave. 
C = Congregation   P = Pastor  
 
A guide to hymnal use: LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading 
includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In 
the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart 
of our faith: We have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ 
and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the 
world to bear witness to our faith. 
 
PRELUDE       
   
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.                                                                                                              
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen.                                                                                                                 
P If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But 
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                                                         
Please kneel as able.                                                                                                      
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 
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have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake, God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he 
gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
*HYMN   Holy, Holy, Holy    LBW, “Green”, 165
       
*THE GREETING 
P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                            
P The Lord be with you.                                                                                       
C And also with you.                                                                                              
P Let us pray.       Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your 
glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. 
Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into 
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your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                                                              
C Amen. 

THE FIRST READING………………...Genesis 1:1-31, 2:1-4.                         
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the 
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it 
was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the second day. 
 9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was 
so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 
good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” 
And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and 
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
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birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great 
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 
 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was 
so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 
 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27So God created humankind in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, 
“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 
for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And 
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day 
and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. 
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 4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created.                                                                                                                                       
The word of the Lord.                                                                                                                
C  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 8                                                                                                        
1O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants 
and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and 
avenger. 
3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them?  
5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
7all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
9O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

THE SECOND READING…………………………….2 Corinthians 13:11-13   
[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to 
my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.                                                                                              
The word of the Lord.                                                                                                    
C Thanks be to God.                                                                                              
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                                 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
*THE HOLY GOSPEL………………………………………Matthew 28:16-20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28th chapter 

 

 

 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
 
*HYMN    Thy Strong Word        LBW, “Green”, 233  

*THE NICENE CREED                                                                                          
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:                                  
C We believe in one God,                                                                                     
the Father, the Almighty,                                                                                     
maker of heaven and earth,                                                                                       
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of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,                                                                     
the only Son of God,                                                                                           
eternally begotten of the Father,                                                                             
God from God, Light from Light,                                                                          
true God from true God,                                                                                 
begotten, not made,                                                                                                     
of one Being with the Father.                                                                         
Through him all things were made.                                                                        
For us and for our salvation                                                                                      
he came down from heaven;                                                                                       
by the power of the Holy Spirit                                                                                     
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,                                                           
and was made man.                                                                                                   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;                                                 
he suffered death and was buried.                                                                         
On the third day he rose again                                                                                  
in accordance with the Scriptures;                                                                           
he ascended into heaven                                                                                          
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                         
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,                                  
and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                           
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,                                       
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.                                                        
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.                                       
He has spoken through the prophets.                                                                     
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.                                         
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                    
We look for the resurrection of the dead,                                                                
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                        
After each petition, “God in your mercy/Hear our prayer.” 
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*THE PEACE                                                                                                     
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                         
C And also with you.                                                                                      
The ministers and congregation greet one another with these or similar words. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  You 
have revealed your glory as the glory also of your Son and Holy Spirit: Three 
persons, equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, yet one Lord, one God, ever to be 
adorned in everlasting glory.  And so, with the Church on earth and all the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: endless is your mercy and eternal your 
reign.  You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations and made for 
yourself a chosen people.  Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, 
at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed 
your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat, this is my body which 
is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Again after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to all to drink saying: “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 
C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 
offered for us.  And believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming 
in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, 
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
Join our prayers with those of your saints of every time and place, and unite them 
with ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord 
of all. 
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*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                            
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:                                     
C Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                   
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                              
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                         
thy will be done,                                                                                                         
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                      
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                            
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                  
as we forgive those                                                                                                  
who trespass against us;                                                                                           
and lead us not into temptation,                                                                             
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                           
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                          
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.                                   

*LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION All Are Welcome to Receive. 
Persons may come forward to the chancel to receive Holy Communion.  This 
format will be more “continuous” noting the following procedure: 

 Communicants as directed by ushers are asked to come forward by way of 
the center aisle, take a cup from the tray provided and receive the bread. 

 Once receiving the bread, communicants will proceed to one of two stations 
(left or right) to receive wine from the pouring chalice. 
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 After receiving wine, communicants will place the empty cup in the 
designated tray and return to their pew by way of the side aisles. 

P All are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C Thanks be to God. 

THE COMMUNION 

*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray.  We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*THE BLESSING 
P Almighty God, Father, ☩, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.  
C Amen. 

*HYMN  Holy God, We Praise Your Name  LBW, “Green”, 535 
 
*DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace!  Share the harvest! 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                              
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from... 
 Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978)  
  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L). 
 Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006) 
  Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L. 
 sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress.  All rights 
 reserved.   
  Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818. 
 “One License” A-738528. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
 

Prayer List: Victims of COVID-19 and their 
families, Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Diane 
Damaska, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles 
Miller, Jerry Miller, Patricia Alexander, Diana 
Zeigler, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille 
Sider, April Clark, Lenny Sherlinski, Ruth 
Sherlinski, Gary Cable, Elsie Sechler, Virginia 

Pulaskie, Susan Kalabacas, Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, the people of Ukraine, 
Eastern Europe and Afghanistan,  Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, Kevin Rosini, 
Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Steve Beiber, Deb Buckman, Linda Rosini. 
 
 

Summer Hospitality! 
The summer months are once again upon us and with them come 
long, lazy days, swimming, camping, s’mores, suntans, and all sorts 
of fun, summery things.  At St. Mark’s, summer also means a 
single service beginning at 9:30 a.m.  (Summer Schedule starts 
June 4, 2023) 

We look forward to sharing hospitality with each other after the 9:30 service, and 
ask that you please consider signing up to share a few treats ~ nothing fancy is 
required!  Perhaps find a friend to help make the load just a bit lighter.  Sign-up 
sheets may be found in the “Hospitality Binder” on the “Hospitality Table” in the  
Narthex.  We look forward to spending a little time together on these Summer 
Sunday mornings.  Thank you for helping! 
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June 4, 2023 

 
THANK YOU RAY HUFF FOR PREACHING AND PRESIDING TODAY 
AT ST. MARK'S! 

                                            
Lector   Ralph Zeigler 

  
 Preacher/Celebrant Ray Huff 
     (Authorized Synod Lay Worship Leader) 
 
 Communion Assistants Walt Doebler and Gary Weber 
 
 Organist     Sam Robinson 
 
 Ushers               Matt Fortin, Captain 
     Glenn Yaple, Bud Doebler 
 
 Altar Guild  June Deb Buckman and Leah Haussmann     
                                                                

 
READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY?  Faith Formation 
has temporarily “moved some books” from our church 
library to the Front Lounge in order to make them more 
accessible.  Stop by the Front Lounge and take a look!  
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May 28, 2023 

Regular Offering    $2,350.00 
Lent             75.00 
Miscellaneous           30.00 
Food Pantry           25.00 
Sunday School Offering           9.00 
Parish Life            25.00 
Operation Christmas Child       125.00 
Flower Memorials / Tributes         30.00 
Memorials             35.00 
Family Promise           30.00 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund         50.00 
Lutheran World Relief          30.00 

Grand Total  $2,814.00 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God: 
+In Loving Memory of Shirley and Bob Campbell by their children. 
+In Loving Memory of Anne G. Miller, loving wife by Robert 
Miller. 
+In honor of Dr. Andrew and Mrs. Vicki Haussmann and Dr. Mark 

and Mrs. Emily Haussmann to celebrate their June Anniversaries by Walt and 
Leah Haussmann. 
 
 

Cereal Sunday is June 11! 
For food insecure families with children, there is no 
vacation from hunger. With school no longer in session 
the benefits of school breakfast and lunch are no longer 
available. We can help bridge the gap in their food needs.  

The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee are designating the second Sunday of 
each summer month “Cereal Sunday.” We will be collecting boxes of any kind of 
cereal in any size. Donations will be given to the United Churches Food Pantry 
and the Blessing Boxes at New Covenant UCC. Donations may be placed in the 
tub in the Narthex. Thank you for any assistance you can give. 
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From the banks of the Nile River to 
the depths of the Red Sea, MOSES is a 
spectacular entertainment experience 
for the whole family! 
 
Set adrift as a baby, Moses is an 
unlikely hero — until God calls him to 
lead His people out of Egypt and into 

the Promised Land. Journey with Moses as he ventures through the 
wilderness, encounters God at the burning bush, and ascends to the top of 
Mount Sinai. 
 

A bus trip to see Moses at the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA is 
being organized by Cheryl Williams.  This trip is being planned for 
Wednesday, September 20, the 11:00 AM show. While the bus will be 
pulling out around 6:00 AM, the early start will certainly be well worth it!  
Bus fare, show ticket, and dinner are all included in the price which will be 
determined based on the number attending.  **Please note that the faster we 
sign up, the lower the price may be. To sign up, please contact Cheryl 
Williams at (570) 327-1627.  We can’t wait to hear from you!  

 

Summer Hospitality  
  

The summer months are once again upon us and with them come long, 
lazy days, swimming, camping, s'mores, suntans, and all sorts of fun, 
summery things.  At St. Mark’s, summer also means a single service 
beginning at 9:30 AM.   
  
We look forward to sharing hospitality with each other after the 9:30 
service, and ask that you please consider signing up to share a few treats ~ 
nothing fancy is required!  Perhaps find a friend to help make the load just a 
bit lighter.  Sign-up sheets may be found in the “Hospitality Binder” on the 
“Hospitality Table” in the Narthex.  We look forward to spending a little time 
together on these Summer Sunday mornings.  Thank you for helping! 
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Monday, June 5, - Sunday, June 11, 2023 
 
 
 

 
Monday, June 5   NO EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Tuesday, June 6   
Wednesday, June 7    
Thursday, June 8     
Friday, June 9   
Saturday, June 10   
Sunday, June 11  Holy Communion  9:30 a.m.       
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Breanna Bower  June 7  Kenneth Elkin  June 10 
Jennifer Robertson June 10   

 ANNIVERSARY 
No anniversaries this week  

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
None scheduled this week 

 
If there is anything you would like to include in the “This Week at Our Church” please 
let the administrative assistant, Joe Baur, know at jbaur@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

+ When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a 
personal concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact 
him directly by church office telephone (570-323-4619) or email 
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org).  Do not assume the pastor will know of 
your need any other way. 
 
+ When you or a loved one has a change of address, telephone number or 
email, please contact the church office at 570-323-4619 or 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org.  Please direct your intentions whether or 
not to share this information with our church family.     
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Boniface, Bishop of Mainz, missionary to 
Germany, martyr, died 754 
Monday, June 5, 2023 
Boniface was a native of England who became a 
Benedictine monk and was called to missionary 
work among the Vandal tribes of Germany. With 
fellow workers, he established churches and 

schools, and he also worked to reform the church. 

Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, died 1866 
Wednesday, June 7, 2023 
Noah Seattle led a coalition of tribes, and convinced them to live 
peacefully with encroaching white settlers. When he became a 
Roman Catholic, he held morning and evening prayer with his 
tribe. The city of Seattle is named for him. 

 

 

          

    Columba            Aidan        Bede  

Columba, died 597; Aidan, died 651; Bede, died 735; renewers of the church 
Friday, June 9, 2023 
These three monks from the British Isles helped keep the light of learning alive 
during the Middle Ages. Columba founded three monasteries off the coast of 
Scotland. Aidan was a pastor who led people to works of charity. The Venerable 
Bede was a Bible translator, historian, and hymnwriter. 
 


