THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 29, 2025
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org

Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452)

Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor

bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org

Welcome to Saint Mark's!
This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here. Join us as we do God's
work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”



mailto:stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org

Please note:
Hand sanitizer is available for your use.
Offerings may be received by way of offering plates as you enter or leave.

An Order for Holy Communion, 9:30 am
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 10)

A guide to hymnal use: All hymns are printed in the bulletin and when reference
is available the LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book
*Please stand as you are able.

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an
invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace,
and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us
from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life.

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*A BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

(Kneel/Stand)

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by
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what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*HYMN Hope of the World LBW, “Green,” 493
Hope of the World
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2 Hope of the world, God’s gift from high - est heav en,
3 Hope of the world, a foot on dust - y high - ways,
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who by this sign didst con - quer grief and pain:
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Save us, thy peo ple, from con - sum - ing pas sion,
still let thy Spir it un - to us be giv en
walk  thou be - side us lest the tempt-ing by ways
we ren - der back the love thy mer - cy gave us;
we would be faith ful to thy gos - pel glo - rious;
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to heal earth’s wounds and end our bit ter strife.
lure us a - way from thee to end less night.
take  thou our lives and use them as thou wilt.
thou art our Lord! Thou dost for - ev er reign!

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974
Music: DONNE SECOURS, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva 1551

Text © 1954, 1982 The Hymn Society. admin. Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibitcd without permission or valid license [rom copyright administrator,

3



*THE GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with
true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all
that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21



1s Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. = Also
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.”

1 S0 he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing.
There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah
passed by him and threw his mantle over him. » He left the oxen, ran after Elijah,
and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow you.” Then
Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have | done to you?” = He returned
from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the
equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they
ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16
1 Protect me, O God, for | take ref- | uge in you;

| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,

upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
sBut those who run after | other gods

shall have their troubles | multiplied.
1 will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,

never take their names up- | on my lips.
50 LORD, you are my portion | and my cup;

it is you who up- | hold my lot.
s My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;

indeed, | have a | rich inheritance.
71 will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night | after night.
¢] have set the LORD al- | ways before me;

because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.
s My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;

my body also shall | rest in hope.
wFor you will not abandon me | to the grave,

nor let your holy one | see the pit.
1You will show me the | path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
for- | evermore.
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THE SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
tFor freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again
to a yoke of slavery.

sFor you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to
one another. » For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ;s If, however, you bite and devour one
another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

1 Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. v For what
the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to
the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you
want. = But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. © Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, »idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 2 envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

2 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, = gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such
things. # And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. = If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-Iu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



*THE GOSPEL.: Luke 9:51-62

The holy gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke, the 9™
chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

ss\When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 2 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; = but they did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. = When his disciples James and John
saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?” ss But he turned and rebuked them. s Then they went
on to another village.

s As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” = And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” = To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” = But Jesus
said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” &t Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” 2 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

*HYMN  Will You Come and Follow Me No Reference Available



Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show Thus T'll  move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*THE APOSTLES' CREED

With all the people of God, we confess our faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition: God of grace/Hear our prayer.

*THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



*OFFERING
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father through Jesus Christ our Lord; who
10



on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way to eternal life. And so with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In your great love you sent to us Jesus your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached the good news to the poor,

and who on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it his disciples, saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper,

he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
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for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering therefore,
his death, resurrection and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us

the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with whom and in whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER

Lord as you have taught us, so now we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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*LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the si
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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all the world a - way;

3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNE
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice!
Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the Lord's Table. Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on
the way and kneel (stand) at the rail. After communing return to your pew using a
side aisle. Those not communing may come forward for a blessing.

Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread.

THE COMMUNION

*AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Triune God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

13



*BLESSING
The God of love, Father, -+ Son and Holy Spirit, who gives to us the gift of
freedom, bless you now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN Here |l Am Lord WOQV, “Blue,” 752

Here I Am, Lord
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1 “L, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”

I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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Here I am, Lord. Is it 1, Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the night. I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Music: HERE I AM, LORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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OUR PRAYER LIST

Liz Ruesskamp, Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Gary Clark, Charles Miller, Jerry
Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton Ott, Lucille Sider, Gary Cable, Virginia Pulaskie,
Bunny Ditchfield, Judy Fortin, Ezra Buckman, Sheila Brassard, Kevin Rosini,
Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, Linda Rosini, Walt Haussmann, Kristin
Rehm, Gerry Myers, Ariel, John Tartline, Donna Baker, George Poliska, April
Clark, Connie Shaible, Ann Kuntz, Michael Reitz and Becky Pryor.

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S

Today, June 29 Holy Communion, 9:30 am
Monday, June 30 Office Hours, 9 am —1 pm
Tuesday, July 1 Office Hours, 9 am —1 pm
Wednesday, July 2 Office Hours, 9 am — 1pm
Thursday, July 3 Office Hours, 9 am —1 pm
Friday, July 4 Office Closed

Lawn Party, 6:00 pm
Organ Concert, “Pedal to the Metal”, 7:30 pm

Saturday, July 5 Office Closed

Sunday, July 6 Holy Communion, 9:30 am
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OUR STEWARDSHIP for June 22, 2025

Regular Offering $2352.00
Plate Offerings 20.00
Organ Fund 100.00
Flower Memorials/Tributes  35.00
July 4™ Celebration 100.00
Grand Total $2607.00

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God; and
In loving memory of Harold & Joyce Hershberger by Mike, Pam, and Sean
Jensen; and
In honor of our St. Mark’s Family.

WORSHIP LEADERS for June 29, 2025

Lector 9:30 am Ralph Zeigler
Communion Assistants 9:30 am Deb Buckman & Mindy Wentzel
Ushers 9:30 am Maggs Team, Dick Reitz
Hospitality 9:30 am LouAnn & Ralph Zeigler
Organist Sam Robinson
Altar Guild (JUNE) Mindy & Mel Wentzel
BIRTHDAYS

April Clark 6/30 Max Hospes 713

Cindy Todd 6/30 Phil Thomas 714

ANNIVERSARIES
Ray & Cindy Huff 7/3
Bud & Margie Doebler 7/5

KEEP IN MIND:

~When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact him directly
by church office telephone (570-323-4619) email
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org) or his cell phone (272-788-0161). Do not
assume the pastor will know of your need any other way.
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~When you or a loved one has a change of address, email, or telephone number,
please contact the church office at stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org or 570-323-
4619. Please direct your intentions whether or not to share this information with
our church family, so that in may be included in the weekly bulletin and/or the
“Lion.”

Summer Camp brochures are available in the church office or @
contact Camp Mount Luther at 570-922-1587 or at FOUNDATIONS
cml@campmountluther.org. o

Don't forget to look for items for all of the types of kits in Lutheran
preparation for the fall. Especially needed are receiving World
blankets ( medium weight cotton or flannel, or crocheted or Relief

knitted with lightweight yarn — 36” to 52” square (no polar

fleece), baby shirts up to 24 months with no snap crotches, cotton fabric, diapers
(flat fold) and items for school kits (we do not need pencils, erasers or bags). For
more info please contact Deb Buckman.

oy A great.big THANK YOU to everyone who qontinues to
g JCHRISTMAS  donate items for our Operation Christmas Child

@ (i shoeboxes! Never doubt that God is using these seemingly
small items for good. “Our economic condition is very poor, so my parents
cannot afford to buy toys for me. When I heard that | would get a gift box, |
was so excited! Thank you to all of my foreign friends who sent me the toys
and other amazing things.”

—Samia, East Asia

In June, we are collecting: ~ small balls (no super balls please), yo-yo’s (light
up if possible), bungee cords, and screwdrivers.

Monetary donations are also welcome to help offset the $10.00/box cost for
shipping our shoeboxes. This $10.00 also provides devotional material for every
child who receives a shoebox. Checks may be made to St. Mark’s with OCC in the
memo line. These items (or anything else you may find) may be placed in our
red, OCC bin located in the narthex. Thank you!

*The age ranges for the boxes we fill are 2-4, 5-9, and 10-14 (both boys and girls)
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July Fourth Celebration

Come Early, Stay L ate!
This year we will celebrate God and country on our front lawn on Friday, July 4,
2025 starting at 6:00 PM. Bring a friend and your lawn chair. Sam Robinson will
entertain folks in the Nave at 7:30 PM. Fireworks will begin at 9:30 PM.

With only a few days until the big event, we still need several volunteers to help
host this community event. We also are in need of monetary donations to cover the
cost of hotdogs, candy, drinks and snacks. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.
Checks may be made payable to St. Mark’s with the memo line indicating July
Fourth.

The Great Grab and Go

After the service today, a few able-bodied folks are needed to bring all the July
Fourth supplies from the basement to Fellowship Hall. With enough volunteers
this task takes 10-15 minutes. If you are able to help, meet in Fellowship Hall after
the service. Thank you for any assistance you can give.

Blessing Box Needs

With the hot temperatures of summer, it is difficult to provide our usual meat and
cheese sandwiches. The Parish Life and Evangelism and Fellowship Committees
are asking for two specific donations. They are Star-Kist Tuna Creations:_Deli
Style Tuna Salad and Star-Kist Chicken Creations: Chicken Salad. These
items do not need refrigeration and resist spoiling due to extreme temperatures. A
container is available in the Narthex for these specific items.

P.S.: We will be collecting these packets throughout the summer.

Cereal Sunday Success

Our first Cereal Sunday was a great success! If you missed it, no worries. The
next collection date is Sunday, July 13, 2025.
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Upcoming Meeting
The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee will meet Tuesday, July 1, 2025 at
5:30 PM in Middle Lounge. The main business will be to package treat bags for
the July Fourth celebration. All are welcome to join us. Many hands make for light
work.

ALL ABOARD THE ARK!

A bus trip to see Noah at the Sight and Sound Theater in »
Lancaster, PA is being organized by Cheryl Williams. This trip is & *%
being planned for Wednesday, September 24, the 11:00 AM show. While the bus
will be pulling out around 6:00 AM, the early start will certainly be well worth it!
Bus fare, show ticket, and dinner at Hershey Farm Inn are all included in the adult
price of $176.77 and $110.61 per child. If interested, please contact Cheryl
Williams at (570) 327-1627.

Become WANT TO EXPLORE WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A
g Parof | UTHERAN CHRISTIAN? Adults wishing to unite with St.
Church Mark’s in church membership are invited to contact PASTOR
Family \AsEY at 570-323-4619 or email
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org.
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COMMEMORATIONS

Peter and Paul, Apostles

Sunday, June 29, 2025

These two strong-willed apostles were the pillars of the church in
the first generation after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one
who both offered a glorious confession of faith and later denied
knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then
was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people.

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died
1866; hymn translators

Tuesday, July 1, 2025

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the
translation of Latin and Greek hymns into English.
Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and .
devoted herself to translating German hymns. Almost
all English-speaking hymnals include many of their
translations.

Thomas, Apostle

Thursday, July 3, 2025

Though frequently remembered as "doubting
Thomas," this apostle also demonstrated a willingness
to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally
claimed the risen Christ as "my Lord and my God!"
By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India.
Long commemorated on December 21, Thomas's
celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical calendars.
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Portions of this service are reprinted with permission from...
Lutheran Book of Worship (copyright, 1978)
Augsburg-Fortress Publishers (#2562-L).
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (copyright 2006)
Augsburg-Fortress Publishers, under license #2562-L.
sundayandseasons.com (copyright 2019), Augsburg-Fortress.
All rights reserved.

Augsburg-Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144818.
“One License” A-738528
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