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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 26, 2026 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 

Rev. Brian D. Vasey, Pastor 
bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org 

 
Welcome to Saint Mark's! 

This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here.  Join us as we do God's 
work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 

 
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 
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Please note: 
Hand sanitizer is available for your use. 
Offerings may be received by way of offering plates as you enter or leave. 
 
An Order for Holy Communion; Setting One, Lutheran Book of Worship 
 
A guide to hymnal use: All hymns are printed in the bulletin and when reference 
is available the LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 
Light print = Pastor/Leader.  Bold print = Congregation. 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of 
the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. 
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We 
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all 
creation. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

*AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM                                                                     
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne                                                         
and to the Lamb!                                                                                                                        
Amen.                                                                                                                                                      
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the pastor continues. 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us, especially the Susquehanna River. 
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Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
*HYMN     Savior, Like a Shepherd No Reference Available 
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*THE GREETING 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 
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*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to 
safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 
1 The LORD | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
2 The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3 You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
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THE SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while 
suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what 
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a 
commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his 
steps. 
 22 “He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
The holy gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to St. John, the 
tenth chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
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out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they 
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used 
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 
  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come 
in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

THE SERMON 
 
*HYMN        O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts  LBW, “Green,” 356 
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*THE NICENE CREED 
With all people of God, we confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
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He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.                                                                           
Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                     
After each petition: Merciful God/Receive our prayer. 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                         
The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                               
And also with you.                                                                                                 
People may greet one another with these or similar words or gestures. 

ANTHEM               The Lord is My Shepherd                    John Rutter 

OFFERTORY 
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*OFFERING PRAYER                                                    
Merciful God,                              
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.                       
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day                        
when we will hunger and thirst no more.                    
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,                         
that goodness and mercy may follow us                     
and bless the world you love.                                         
In the name of Jesus,                       
Amen. 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

       
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God.  But 
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he 
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
He is your Word, 
inseparable from you. 
Through him you created all things, 
and in him you take delight. 
He is your Word, 
sent from heaven to a virgin's womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
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to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This is my blood poured out for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we lift this bread and cup before you, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

And we ask you: 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church both now and forever.                                                                                            
Amen. 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                          
Lord as you have taught us, so now we pray:                                                            
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                         
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                             
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                         
thy will be done,                                                                                                          
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                           
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                             
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and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                      
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                           
and lead us not into temptation,                                                                               
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                            
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                          
and the power, and the glory,                                                                                                  
forever and ever.  Amen.  

*LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNE                                                                              
Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord.                                                              
Thanks be to God!                                                                   

All are welcome at the Lord's Table.  Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on 
the way.  Receive the bread and then proceed to receive the wine by way of a 
pouring chalice.  After communing return to your pew using a side aisle. Those not 
communing may come forward for a blessing. 
Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you 
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread. 
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THE COMMUNION 

*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.                                                                                                         
Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                        
Holy One,                             
through this meal you have made your home among us           
and are making all things new.                             
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,                        
to love our enemies,                                  
and to bring your healing to the nations.                         
In the name of Jesus,                                      
Amen. 

*BLESSING                                                                                                            
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,                 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,              
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,                 
☩ bless you now and forever.                   
Amen. 

*HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine  WOV, “Blue,” 780 
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*DISMISSAL                                                                                                             
Go in peace.  Praise the Lord!  Alleluia!                           
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Music Notes: John Rutter, one of the most celebrated living English choral 
composers, offers a tender and lyrical interpretation of Psalm 23. His flowing 
vocal lines, warm harmonies, and careful text setting reflect the reassurance, 
protection, and comfort of the Good Shepherd. The anthem’s pastoral elegance 
invites worshippers to reflect on God’s guidance and care, creating a serene and 
contemplative atmosphere even amid Eastertide celebrations. 

*************************************************************** 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton 
Ott, Lucille Sider, Gary Cable, Virginia Pulaskie, Bunny Ditchfield, Ezra 
Buckman, Claire Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, 
Linda Rosini, Walt Haussmann, Kristin Rehm, Ariel, John Tartline, George 
Poliska, Connie Shaible, John Holohan, Loretta Hawe, Donna Baker, Ann Kuntz, 
Ann & Charles Kuntz, Dave Williams, Bud Doebler, and Shirley Hill. 
 
COMMEMORATIONS 
 
Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 
Wednesday, April 29, 2026 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman 
Catholics to receive the title "Doctor [teacher] of the 
Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for 
her mystical visions as well as her work on behalf of 
people who were poor and imprisoned. 
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Philip and James, Apostles 
Friday, May 1, 2026 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called 
Nathanael to “come and see.” Little is known of James, 
the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish 
him from another apostle named James. 
 
 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Saturday, May 2, 2026 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ 
was fully God against those who taught otherwise, 
Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time 
of the Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria 
five times for his forthright views. 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S
Today, April 26             The Fourth Sunday of Easter  
       Holy Communion, 8 and 10:30                 
       Sunday School, 9:15 am                    
       West Branch Conference   
       Assembly, 2 pm, Redeemer Lutheran                  
                                      Church     
Monday, April 27    Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm  
                   Music Gala Club, 6 pm   
 

Tuesday, April 28    Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm                      
                                                    

Wednesday, April 29    Office Hours, 9 am- 1pm         

                                                                                                                                                                  
Thursday, April 30     Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm 
                     

Friday, May 1      Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm                 

Saturday, May 2     Church Office Closed                                            
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Sunday, May 3      Holy Communion, 8 and 10:30 am
      Sunday School, 9:15 am                    
                                     175th Anniversary Meeting follows     

                                                                        10:30 worship   
 
In the life of St. Mark’s today is St. Mark’s Sunday.  Note our banner 
reminding us that Mark is symbolized by a lion, for he portrays Jesus as 
“king” the Lion of Judah.  Yesterday, April 25, is the day the church 
remembers Mark the Evangelist and so today is St. Mark’s Sunday. 
 
OUR STEWARDSHIP for April 19, 2026 
Regular Offering $2,216.00 
Easter 10.00 
Lent 10.00 
Global Mission 10.00 
Parish Life 20.00 
Flower Memorials/Tributes 105.00 
Synod Benevolence 10.00 
Grand Total $2,381.00 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God; and 
In honor of Edwin Jackson, by Brian Jackson; and 
In loving memory of Prudence & William Waldeisen, and Margaret & Herbert 
Poff, by the Family. 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS for April 26, 2026   
Lector                               8:00 am   Brian Jackson 
                                         10:30 am    Phil Thomas 
Communion Assistants    8:00 am    Brian Jackson 
                                         10:30 am    Matt & Wanda Fortin 
Ushers                              8:00 am      Miller/Poff 
                                         10:30 am    Tim & Deb M./Dick R. 
Hospitality                       8:00 am       Jackie Kinney 
Organist                                             Sam Robinson       
Altar Guild (APRIL)                      Shelby & Gary Weber 
 

 



 
 

21 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
Karen Merrifield        4/26        Mel Wentzel              5/1 
Ruth Ditchfield        4/29   Jacob Schreckengast       5/2 
 
 

KEEP IN MIND:                                                                                                 
~When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal 
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact him directly 
by church office telephone (570-323-4619) email 
(bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org) or his cell phone (272-788-0161). Do not 
assume the pastor will know of your need any other way. 
~ When you or a loved one has a change of address, email, or telephone number, 
please contact the church office at stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org or 570-323-
4619. Please direct your intentions whether or not to share this information with 
our church family, so that in may be included in the weekly bulletin and/or the  
“Lion.”  
 

                                             
Winter is just about over and the stores will be putting the winter clothing on sale.  
This is a good time to look for those 0-24 month sweaters/coats/sweatshirts.  Also 
winter pajamas (remember, no feet) - 2 piece pajamas are OK.  Some stores are 
still having "white sales" where you can get bath towels and hand towels cheap - 
remember, no bath blankets (too big).  Have fun shopping.  Deb Buckman 
 
 

WANT TO EXPLORE WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 
LUTHERAN CHRISTIAN?  Adults wishing to unite with 
St. Mark’s in church membership are invited to contact 
PASTOR VASEY at 570-323-4619 or email: 
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org. 
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Most Needed At……… 
The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee thanks you for any assistance you can 

give. 
Shepherd of the Streets: Any items that keep folks clean, are needed. 
Additionally, Laundry Pods, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Tissues, Band Aids, 
Pillow Cases (new or gently used) and Twin Sheets (new or gently used) are also 
needed. 
Sojourner Truth Ministries (STM):  Needed are brown, large-size lunch bags, 
lemonade mix and napkins.  
United Churches Food Pantry: Needed are grocery bags like you get from Weis 
or Giant Markets and clean egg cartons. Non-perishable food items are always 
needed. 

 
Upcoming Women’s Event 

Church Women United in Lycoming County: May Friendship Day (May 
1, 2026) at Christ Episcopal Church. The theme of this celebration is 
“Shelter Me: See, Hear, Respect, Protect.” Lunch will be catered at noon 
by The Food Guy with the program, “A Place Called Home” to follow at 
1:00 p.m. Cost: $20.00 per person. 

Speak ASAP with Becky Pryor if you would like more information or to attend 
this event. 

 
Cookies for Redeemer Lutheran’s Community Dinner 

The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee need the congregation’s help in 
providing cookies for Redeemer’s Community dinner on Thursday, May 14, 2026. 
We need 20 dozen assorted cookies. Cookies do not need to be homemade. Our 
local supermarket bakeries have tasty cookie options costing $5.00 or $6.00 for 
more than two dozen assorted cookies. All donations are needed no later than 
Wednesday, May 13, 2026. Thank you in advance for any assistance you can give. 
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A bus trip to see “JOSHUA”* at Sight & Sound is scheduled for Wednesday, 9-
23-2026.  Meet at the west end of Beiter’s parking lot at 6am.  The price for the 
trip is $178.00 per adult and $109.08 for children 12 and under, which includes the 
ticket to the show, the bus, and a meal at Hershey Farm Inn.  To purchase tickets or 
with any questions please contact Cheryl Williams at (570) 327-1627. 
 
*BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS 
From the banks of the Jordan River to the towering walls of Jericho, JOSHUA is a 
miraculous adventure for the whole family.  Journey alongside the people of Israel 
as they navigate their new-found freedom in an unforgiving wilderness.  When 
Joshua is called to replace Moses as their faithful leader, tensions mount in the 
midst of dwindling supplies and approaching armies.  With one last fortified city 
standing between the Israelites and the Promised Land, unexpected hell emerges 
from behind enemy lines and Joshua’s trust in God’s plan is put to the ultimate 
test. 

 
 

                          May Bible Study 
The Faith Formation Committee is pleased to once again be 

offering the opportunity to grow in our faith through a 3 week 
book study using the novel Joshua and the Children written by 

Joseph Girzone. We will meet on Wednesdays from 12:10-
12:50 beginning May 6th. Copies of this book are currently 

available in the Narthex. Please feel free to take a copy and get 
a head start on reading if you are so inclined! We are looking 
forward to continuing Joshua’s story and hope that you will 

join us!   
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                                        BLOOD DRIVE  

The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee, in collaboration with the North 
Central PA Chapter of the American Red Cross, will hold a Blood Drive on 
Friday, May 15, 2026 from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Please 
consider being a donor or encourage friends and family as the Red Cross 
experiences critical shortages of blood and the need is great. Call 1-800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: “St. Marks” to schedule an appointment. 
  

 
 

 
 

CAMP MOUNT LUTHER 
Join us for Work Day on Saturday, May 16th beginning at 9am to get camp ready 
for the summer!  There will be projects for all ages and abilities.  For additional 
information call 570-922-1587 and email cml@campmountluther.org to register 
and include everyone in your family for a lunch count. 
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