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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 16, 2026 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 

stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452) 

 
Welcome to Saint Mark's! 

This is Christ's church.  There is a place for you here.  Join us as we do God's 
work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 

 
Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.” 
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Please note: 
Hand sanitizer is available for your use. 
Offerings may be received by way of offering plates as you enter or leave. 
An Order for Holy Communion; Setting Ten, Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
 
A guide to hymnal use: All hymns are printed in the bulletin and when reference 
is available the LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book 
Light print = Pastor/Leader.  Bold print = Congregation. 
*Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRELUDE      
 
INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and 
that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s 
gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal 
her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its 
mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and 
meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in 
need. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.   
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

 (Kneel/Stand) 

Silence for Reflection and self-examination 
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Most merciful God, 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
  

*HYMN   All Are Welcome                           No Reference Available 
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*THE GREETING 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and 
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



 
 

6 
 

THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
1 Thus says the LORD: 

 Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
    and my deliverance be revealed. 

6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
 and to be his servants, 

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
 and hold fast my covenant— 

7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on my altar, 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
 for all peoples. 

8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
 who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

I will gather others to them 
 besides those already gathered. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 67 
1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 
  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on  
        earth.   
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5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
  let all the | peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7 May God | give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.  
 
THE SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am  
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God  
has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their  
disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 
shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*THE GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-28 
The holy gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew,  
the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11 it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you 
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain 
this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what 
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But 
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send 
her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your 
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that 
moment. 
The gospel of the Lord.                                                                                           
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON 
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*HYMN          There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy            LBW “Green,” 290
  
             

    
 
*THE APOSTLES' CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                     
After each petition: Merciful God/Receive our prayer. 

*THE PEACE                                                                                                         
The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                               
And also with you.                                                                                                 
People may greet one another with these or similar words or gestures. 
 

OFFERTORY  
 

*OFFERING PRAYER    
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.        
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of eternal life.  And so with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord,                       
heaven and earth are full of your glory.                                                      
In your great love you sent to us Jesus your Son,                              
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,                                                       
who preached the good news to the poor,                                                                 
and who on the cross, opened his arms to all.                               

In the night in which he was betrayed,                                                                        
our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,                          
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat.                                                                     
This is my body given for you.                                                         
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Again, after supper,                          
he took the cup, gave thanks,                                             
and gave it for all to drink saying,                                
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood,             
shed for you and for all people                             
for the forgiveness of sin.                  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering therefore,                                                              
his death, resurrection and ascension,                                          
we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us                                    
the Spirit of your love, O Lord,                                 
unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,                     
the body and blood of Christ, our Lord;                                             
to whom, with whom and in whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,                               
be all honor and glory, now and forever.                    
Amen. 
 

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                          
Lord as you have taught us, so now we pray:                                                            
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                         
hallowed be thy name,                                                                                             
thy kingdom come,                                                                                                         
thy will be done,                                                                                                          
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                           
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                             
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                                                      
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                           
and lead us not into temptation,                                                                               
but deliver us from evil.                                                                                            
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                                          
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and the power, and the glory,                                                                                                  
forever and ever.  Amen.  

*LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNE  
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God!  

All are welcome at the Lord's Table.  Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on 
the way.  Receive the bread and then proceed to receive the wine by way of a 
pouring chalice.  After communing return to your pew using a side aisle. Those not 
communing may come forward for a blessing. 
Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you 
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread. 
 

THE COMMUNION 
 

*AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.                                                                                                         
Amen. 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION      
Compassionate God, 
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through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*BLESSING  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen 
 

*HYMN     My Faith Looks Up to Thee          LBW “Green,” 479   
 

       



 
 

15 
 

*DISMISSAL                                                                                                             
Go in peace.  Care for others as God cares for you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
 

*************************************************************** 

OUR PRAYER LIST 
Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton 
Ott, Lucille Sider, Gary Cable, Virginia Pulaskie, Bunny Ditchfield, Ezra 
Buckman, Claire Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman, 
Linda Rosini, Walt & Leah Haussmann, Kristin Rehm, Ariel, John Tartline, 
George Poliska, Connie Shaible, John Holohan, Loretta Hawe, Donna Baker, Ann 
Kuntz, Ann & Charles Kuntz, Dave Williams, Bud Doebler, Shirley Hill, Ruth 
Osbaugh, Pam Osbaugh, Becky Pryor, Hannah Hausmann, and Stephen Boone. 
 

COMMEMORATIONS  
 
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 
Thursday, August 20, 2026 
Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great  
spirituality who wrote mystical works and criticized 
those whom he thought took an overly intellectual  
approach to the faith. He became an abbot, and wrote  
several hymns that are still beloved today. 
 
THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S 
Today, August 16 Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

Holy Communion, 9:30 am  
Pastor Ron Montgomery preaching and presiding    
                                    

Monday, August 17 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm  
    Council, 6 pm 
                                                           

Tuesday, August 18 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm                                  
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Wednesday, Aug. 19 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm  
                                          

Thursday, August 20  Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm  
    Daniel’s Closet drop-off, 4-6 pm 
 

Friday, August 21 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm  
 

Saturday, August 22 Office Closed 
                             

Sunday, August 23 Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Holy Communion, 9:30 am 
Worship & Music after the service 

    Ray Huff preaching and presiding 
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP for August 9, 2026 
Regular Offering $4,020.00 
Parish Life 20.00 
Flower Memorials/Tributes 35.00 
Grand Total $4,075.00 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God; and 
In loving memory of Jack and Eleanor Whiting, by Herb Poff & Candy Dewar; 
and 
In loving memory of Cora and Clement Campbell, by their grandchildren; and 
In loving memory of Shirley Miller, by her children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for August 16, 2026 
Preacher/Celebrant    9:30 am   Pastor Ron Montgomery 
Lector                               9:30 am   Ralph Zeigler 
Communion Assistants    9:30 am    Gary & Shelby Weber 
Ushers                              9:30 am     Tim & Deb Maggs 
Hospitality                       9:30 am      The Gair’s 
Organist                                             Megan Cartwright       
Altar Guild                        Lou Ann Zeigler, Theresa Furman and 
                                                           Cindy Todd  
 

WORSHIP LEADERS for August 23, 2026 
Preacher/Celebrant    9:30 am   Ray Huff 
Lector                               9:30 am   Theresa Furman 
Communion Assistants    9:30 am    Theresa Furman & Jackie Kinney 
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Ushers                              9:30 am      Gary & Shelby Weber 
Hospitality                       9:30 am    Deb Buckman 
Organist                                             Sam Robinson       
Altar Guild                        Lou Ann Ziegler, Theresa Furman, and 
                                                           Cindy Todd 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Stacie Bieber    8/18 
 
KEEP IN MIND:                                                                                                 
~When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal 
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact the church 
office telephone (570-323-4619) or email: stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org. 
~ When you or a loved one has a change of address, email, or telephone number, 
please contact the church office at stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org or 570-323-
4619. Please direct your intentions whether or not to share this information with 
our church family, so that in may be included in the weekly bulletin and/or the  
“Lion.”  
 

                                             
Believe it or not, practically a full year has passed since we collected kits for 
Lutheran World Relief.  School items will go on sale this month so you can start 
snapping them up - remember, 70-80 sheet notebook (no composition books), 
pencils, blue/black pens, pencil sharpeners, erasers and a ruler with English and 
metric units.  There is a poster in the parish hall way that shows where some items 
went.  Directions and bags will be available the first week of August or go to 
lwr.org and click on “get involved”.  Thanks and God bless – Deb 
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Parish Life Thanks the Congregation 

The Parish Life Committee abundantly thanks the congregation for their 
participation in Pastor Vasey’s farewell which saw more than 105 individuals 
attend. Thanks go to Ray Huff, Candy Dewar, Vicki Haussmann and Becky Pryor 
for their efforts in steering the planning of this event. Many thanks to Ralph 
Zeigler for designing and printing the invitations. Ralph also created and printed 
the dinner program. Thank you also to Michele Owen as she was the go-to person 
for attendance, announcements and anything else asked of her. Herb Poff and the 
Lions were invaluable in the set up and tear down of Fellowship Hall. 
On the day of the event, many thanks for all the extra help our committee received 
from members of the congregation too numerous to name. When everything was 
washed, dried, put away and back in order in a little over two hours, you know you 
had a lot of help. Finally thank you to Church Council and the Finance Committee 
for supporting this event from providing funds for the caterer and hosting expenses 
to gifting Pastor.  Blessings to you all. 

 
Most Needed At……… 

The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee thanks you for any assistance you can 
give. 

Shepherd of the Streets: Needed are Laundry Pods, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, 
Tissues, Band Aids, Women’s Deodorant, Q-tips, Shampoo, Body Wash, Hand 
Soap, Children’s Toothbrushes and Toothpaste and Adult Toothpaste. Of urgent 
need are Q-tips and Band Aids. 
Sojourner Truth Ministries (STM):  Needed are Individual Snacks/Breakfast 
Bars, Large, Brown Lunch Bags Napkins, Mayonnaise, Sugar, Snack-Size Ziplock 
Bags and Pine Sol or Lysol Cleaner.  
United Churches Food Pantry: Mid-Month Food Pantry Needs are Sugar, 
Canned Mandarin Oranges, Pineapple, “Ritz” Crackers, White Potatoes and Pork 
& Beans, Wide Egg Noodles, Ramen Noodles, Chicken Noodle Soup and 
Condiments (Ketchup, Mustard, BBQ Sauce, Mayonnaise and Relish.) The Pantry 
still needs plastic grocery bags and 12-count egg cartons. 
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Sandwich Needs: The Parish Life Committee is filled with gratitude for the 
dozens of tuna salad and chicken salad packets donated so far this summer. They 
will definitely stretch our sandwich budget and add to the variety of sandwiches 
we can offer the folks who visit the Blessing Boxes.  Thank you to all who 
contributed to this outreach.  
We are also thankful for the monetary donations that have been contributed. These 
donations assist with bread, rolls, condiment packages and sandwich bags. 
During times of extreme summer heat, we are relying on these shelf stable 
donations, along with Peanut Butter and Jelly and monetary donations to keep the 
Blessing Boxes full with safe sandwiches.  
Daniel’s Closet: Drop-off of summer and fall clothing is this Thursday, August 
20, 2026 from 4:00 – 6:00 PM. If you cannot make this date/time, clothing may be 
placed on the stage. 
 

Cereal and TastyKakes: Update 
We beat all expectations for donating boxes of cereal and TastyKakes! Jackie 
and Mike Kinney delivered 108 assorted boxes of cereal to the Food Pantry. The 
volunteers at the Pantry were thrilled. Congregation members also donated more 
than 30 boxes of Tastykakes. This was enough to provide dessert for Redeemer’s 
August dinner AND provide desserts for one day this past week for Sojourner’s 
brown bag lunches. The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee thanks you for so 
generously answering Christ’s call to serve others. 
 

Final Cereal Sunday 
It is hard to believe that summer is drawing to a close. Our final Cereal Sunday of 
2026 will be September 13, 2026. To date, our congregation has donated a total of 
204 boxes of assorted cereal. Can we beat our August total with 109 boxes of 
cereal? Donations may be placed in the Narthex anytime leading up to September 
13. 
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                                              Synod Trip to Germany 
 A trip to Germany is being planned by our Synod 10/10-10/18 (with an option to 
stay through 10/21), 2026.  There is a flyer with more details available, if you are 
interested please see the church office.  Those wishing to go should keep these 
dates open. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Young Adults in Global Mission 
Hannah Haussmann has felt called to join Young Adults in Global Mission, an 
ELCA ministry that invites young adults ages 21-35 into a year of international 
service.  Hannah will "walk" alongside global companions in ministries of justice, 
education, health and community development.  Rooted in the Lutheran value of 
accompaniment, YAGM emphasizes mutuality, listening and transformation 
through relationships and countering the harms of colonial Christianity.  
Volunteers are shaped by the witness of their neighbors and return with a deeper 
understanding of God's work in the world and their own faith.  
   

Hannah has been assigned to Cambodia.  Part of her work will be the teaching of 
English to people of the local community. 
For information on how to donate to Hannah’s mission trip, please contact  
the church office.   
 
 

                                                        
 
A bus trip to Stone Gables Estate* in Elizabethtown, PA is being organized by 
Cheryl Williams.  This trip is being planned for Wednesday, November 18, 2026. 
The bus will be pulling out around 10:30 AM from Beiter’s parking lot.  The trip 
will include bus fare, a meal catered by “Food for Thought Catering”, a ride on the 
Santa Express train, and the National Christmas center followed by the Christmas 
light drive-thru.  All are included in the price of $151.00 per adult, children are 
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$107.00.  If interested, please contact Cheryl at (570) 327-1627, reservations are 
due by October 5, 2026. 
* Stone Gables Estate is a biblical faith-based ministry/business.  Their 
   mission is to donate 100% of net profits to aid abandoned children worldwide. 
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