THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AUGUST 23, 2026
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
142 Market Street, Williamsport, PA 17701
stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org
Office (570-323-4619) Fax (570-323-2452)

Welcome to Saint Mark's!
This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here. Join us as we do God's
work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

Our Mission: “To know Christ and to make Christ known.”


mailto:stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org

Please note:

Hand sanitizer is available for your use.

Offerings may be received by way of offering plates as you enter or leave.
An Order for Holy Communion; Setting Ten, Evangelical Lutheran Worship

A guide to hymnal use: All hymns are printed in the bulletin and when reference
Is available the LBW, Green Book; WOV, Blue Book

Light print = Pastor/Leader. Bold print = Congregation.

*Please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE Adoration Florence Price (1887-1953)

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY'S WORSHIP

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock
from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock
of Peter s bold confession of faith. God s word of reconciliation and God's mercy
are keys to the church's mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world
but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up
the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship
through word and deed.

WELCOME/ANNOUNCING THE DAY/ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

(Kneel/Stand)

Silence for Reflection and self-examination



Most merciful God,

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

*HYMN Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

WOV “Blue,” 747
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*THE GREETING

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
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Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ty be to God on high!

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
! Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
3 For the LorD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
*| will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
® Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 138

L1 will give thanks to you, O LoRD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will  sing your praise.

21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast | love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name
and your word a- | bove all things.

$When | called, you | answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words ! of your mouth.

® They will sing of the ways ! of the LORD,
that great is the glory ! of the LoRD.

®The LoRD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty ! from afar.

"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you ! keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand
shall save me.

8 You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works ! of your hands.

THE SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

11 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. # For as in one body
we have many members and not all the members have the same function, >so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ® We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; " ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPELACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

*THE GOSPEL.: Matthew 16:13-20

The holy gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew,
the 16th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” ' And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” * He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” ' Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” *” And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. ¥ And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. ¥ 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON



*HYMN My Hope is Built on Nothing Less LBW “Green,” 294
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*THE APOSTLES' CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.



He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition: Merciful God/Receive our prayer.

*THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

People may greet one another with these or similar words or gestures.

OFFERTORY

*OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of eternal life. And so with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

n J J

DA | | I I i i i : i t I I (8 X0
R !

Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,

0 . . .

b A— | . Pa— . | — . .
& T— 9 —F—H F—+——+ o ——
\\a”.a— I D] : ) | ® o -

J ' r - !

heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.

— — | i | i — 7 E— ) =
m':'\‘j_r ) —— - | i i |
J E

Bless - ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho

n J } J
—— x i : i | — i i
R A s s s
J r > o - !

san -na in the high est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In your great love you sent to us Jesus your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached the good news to the poor,
and who on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
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and gave it for all to drink saying,

“This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering therefore,
his death, resurrection and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us

the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with whom and in whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

*OUR LORD'S PRAYER

Lord as you have taught us, so now we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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*LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNE
Heaven has come near.

Come, share in the feast!

Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the Lord's Table. Use the center aisle, pick up a small glass on
the way. Receive the bread and then proceed to receive the wine by way of a
pouring chalice. After communing return to your pew using a side aisle. Those not
communing may come forward for a blessing.

Know that the crucified and risen Christ gives himself to you in his supper. If you
cannot eat bread, drink only the wine. If you cannot drink wine, eat only the bread.

THE COMMUNION

*AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
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Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

*BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen

*HYMN

The Church’s One Foundation

LBW “Green,” 369
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Impromptu in A Minor Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912)

Music notes:

Originally written for violin and piano in 1951, Adoration is one of Florence
Price’s most beloved works and has been frequently arranged for organ. Price, the
first African American woman to have a composition performed by a major
American orchestra, brings rich Romantic harmonies and a deeply reverent, lyrical
melody to this gentle work of quiet reflection.

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor was an acclaimed British composer of African descent
whose music earned international renown in the late Victorian and Edwardian eras.
His Impromptu in A minor is a powerful and expressive work, marked by dramatic
energy and a striking contrast with its tender, lyrical B section. The interplay of
strength and intimacy gives the piece a compelling emotional arc.
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OUR PRAYER LIST

Grace Arner, Vanessa Morgan, Charles Miller, Jerry Miller, Richard Ritter, Ashton
Ott, Lucille Sider, Gary Cable, Virginia Pulaskie, Bunny Ditchfield, Ezra
Buckman, Claire Brassard, Kevin Rosini, Kathy Eshelman, Micah, Deb Buckman,
Linda Rosini, Walt & Leah Haussmann, Kristin Rehm, Ariel, John Tartline,
George Poliska, Connie Shaible, John Holohan, Loretta Hawe, Donna Baker, Ann
Kuntz, Ann & Charles Kuntz, Dave Williams, Bud Doebler, Shirley Hill, Ruth
Osbaugh, Pam Osbaugh, Becky Pryor, Hannah Hausmann, and Stephen Boone.

COMMEMORATIONS

Bartholomew, Apostle

Monday, August 24, 2026

Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, Bartholomew's name is replaced
in John's gospel by Nathanael, leading many to
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believe that the two are different names for the
same person. Little is known about his work, though
some traditions place him later in India or Armenia.

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430

Friday, August 28, 2026

Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of

the Western church. A native of North Africa, he
recovered from a debauched young adulthood through
the influence of his mother, Monica, and Bishop
Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential
theological books, he served as bishop of Hippo,

in present-day Algeria.

Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400
Friday, August 28, 2026

Converted from life as a thief and a robber to
Christianity, Moses was an Ethiopian who

became a desert monk at Skete. The change

in his heart and life had a profound impact on his
native country. He was murdered when Berber
bandits attacked his monastery.

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK'S

Today, August 23 Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Holy Communion, 9:30 am
Worship & Music after the service
Ray Huff preaching and presiding

Monday, August 24  Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm
Tuesday, August 25  Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm
Wednesday, Aug. 26  Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm
Thursday, August 27 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm
Friday, August 28 Office Hours, 9 am- 1 pm
Saturday, August 29 Office Closed
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Sunday, August 30  Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Holy Communion, 9:30 am
Bishop Miller preaching and presiding

OUR STEWARDSHIP for August 16, 2026

Regular Offering $1,448.00
Miscellaneous 224.00
Synod Benevolence 10.00
Grand Total $1,682.00

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God; and

In honor of Shirley Kinney’s 95" birthday, by Mike & Jackie Kinney; and

In loving memory of Pastor Duane Nelson, brother of Leah Haussmann, by the
Haussmann’s.

WORSHIP LEADERS for August 23, 2026
Preacher/Celebrant 9:30am Ray Huff

Lector 9:30am  Theresa Furman

Communion Assistants  9:30 am  Theresa Furman & Jackie Kinney
Ushers 9:30am  Gary & Shelby Weber

Hospitality 9:30am  Deb Buckman

Offering Collection 9:30am  Shawn Cartwright

Organist Sam Robinson

Altar Guild Lou Ann Zeigler, Theresa Furman and

Cindy Todd

WORSHIP LEADERS for August 30, 2026

Preacher/Celebrant 9:30am  Bishop Craig Miller

Lector 9:30am  Mary Ann Stiller

Communion Assistants 9:30 am  Deb Buckman & Mindy Wentzel
Ushers 9:30am  Glenn Yaple & Mel Wentzel
Hospitality 9:30am  Jackie Kinney

Offering Collection 9:30 am  Shawn Cartwright

Organist

Altar Guild

Sam Robinson
Lou Ann Ziegler, Theresa Furman, and
Cindy Todd
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ANNIVERSARIES
Charles & Gloria Greevy 8/26

Phil & Barb Thomas 8/28
BIRTHDAYS

Dan Zeigler 8/23
Jonah Schreckengast 8/28
Shirley Kinney 8/29
Ashton Ott 8/29

KEEP IN MIND:

~When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith, or have a personal
concern of which you wish to make the pastor aware, please contact the church
office telephone (570-323-4619) or email: stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org.
~When you or a loved one has a change of address, email, or telephone number,
please contact the church office at stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org or 570-323-
4619. Please direct your intentions whether or not to share this information with
our church family, so that in may be included in the weekly bulletin and/or the
“Lion.”

). LUTHERAN
Q WORLD RELIEF

Believe it or not, practically a full year has passed since we collected Kits for
Lutheran World Relief. School items will go on sale this month so you can start
snapping them up - remember, 70-80 sheet notebook (no composition books),
pencils, blue/black pens, pencil sharpeners, erasers and a ruler with English and
metric units. There is a poster in the parish hall way that shows where some items
went. Directions and bags will be available the first week of August or go to
Iwr.org and click on “get involved”. Thanks and God bless — Deb
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Generosity
Most Needed At.........
The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee thanks you for any assistance you can
give.
Shepherd of the Streets: Needed are Laundry Pods, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels,
Tissues, Band Aids, Women’s Deodorant, Q-tips, Shampoo, Body Wash, Hand
Soap, Children’s Toothbrushes and Toothpaste and Adult Toothpaste. Of urgent
need are Paper Towels and Shampoo for Men and Women.
Sojourner_Truth Ministries (STM): Needed are Individual Snacks/Breakfast
Bars, Large, Brown Lunch Bags Napkins, Mayonnaise, Sugar, Snack-Size Ziplock
Bags and Pine Sol or Lysol Cleaner.
United Churches Food Pantry: Food Pantry needs are Sugar, Canned Mandarin
Oranges, Pineapple, “Ritz” Crackers, White Potatoes and Pork & Beans, Wide Egg
Noodles, Ramen Noodles, Chicken Noodle Soup and Condiments (Ketchup,
Mustard, BBQ Sauce, Mayonnaise and Relish.) The Pantry still needs plastic
grocery bags and 12-count egg cartons.
Sandwich Needs: The Parish Life Committee is filled with gratitude for the
dozens of tuna salad and chicken salad packets donated so far this summer. They
will definitely stretch our sandwich budget and add to the variety of sandwiches
we can offer the folks who visit the Blessing Boxes. Thank you to all who
contributed to this outreach.
We are also thankful for the monetary donations that have been contributed. These
donations assist with bread, rolls, condiment packages and sandwich bags.

Final Cereal Sunday
Sunday, September 13, 2026
It is hard to believe that summer is drawing to a close. To date, our congregation
has donated a total of 204 boxes of assorted cereal. Can we beat our August total
of 108 boxes of cereal? Donations may be placed in the Narthex anytime leading
up to September 13.
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Synod Trip to Germany
A trip to Germany is being planned by our Synod 10/10-10/18 (with an option to
stay through 10/21), 2026. There is a flyer with more details available, if you are
interested please see the church office. Those wishing to go should keep these
dates open.

‘" P
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A bus trip to Stone Gables Estate* in Elizabethtown, PA is being organized by
Cheryl Williams. This trip is being planned for Wednesday, November 18, 2026.
The bus will be pulling out around 10:30 AM from Beiter’s parking lot. The trip
will include bus fare, a meal catered by “Food for Thought Catering”, a ride on the
Santa Express train, and the National Christmas center followed by the Christmas
light drive-thru. All are included in the price of $151.00 per adult, children are
$107.00. If interested, please contact Cheryl at (570) 327-1627, reservations are
due by October 5, 2026.
* Stone Gables Estate is a biblical faith-based ministry/business. Their

mission is to donate 100% of net profits to aid abandoned children worldwide.

Young Adults in Global Mission
Hannah Haussmann has felt called to join Young Adults in Global Mission, an
ELCA ministry that invites young adults ages 21-35 into a year of international
service. Hannah will "walk" alongside global companions in ministries of justice,
education, health and community development. Rooted in the Lutheran value of
accompaniment, YAGM emphasizes mutuality, listening and transformation
through relationships and countering the harms of colonial Christianity:.
\olunteers are shaped by the witness of their neighbors and return with a deeper
understanding of God's work in the world and their own faith.
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*Update: Hannah has traveled to Chicago for training at the ELCA headquarters.
She is meeting the other young adults who will disperse to numerous parts of the
world, and they are spending time together and preparing for their next year of
service. She is one of four persons who will be traveling to Cambodia. Later
today, Sunday Aug 23", they will board their flight and travel the 22 hours to
Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital city. There she will spend more time learning
about the Cambodian people, their language, Khmer, and the culture she will be
immersed in. Hannah, and the Haussmann family, appreciate the many ways you
have supported her and deeply appreciate your continued prayers.

donate
donate LIFE

St. Mark’s is hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on Monday, September 21 from
11A-3P. There is a critical need for blood! Here’s how you can help:
1. Scan the QR code below or go to www.redcrossblood.org to sign up to

donate blood.

2. Encourage friends and family members to donate.

3. Provide $10 gift cards to Sheetz, Wawa, Dunkin, or Wegmans to be used as
incentives for college students to donate blood. Please drop these off in the
office or give to Karen Mariano by Wednesday, September 16.
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RONGER WAuﬁ-

ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP ATATIME &

@ cws

Our Community’s annual walk to fight hunger, CROP Hunger Walk, will be held
Sunday, October 11™ at 1:00 PM, on the River Walk in Williamsport. The walk begins
here at St. Mark’s and you can walk 3, 6 or 9 miles (most of us walk 3 miles).

Join the St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Lions team to walk or donate. Our goal is
$1,000 (last year we raised $1,157.00)! Hungry people in developing countries can walk
as many as six miles a day for food and water. We walk because they walk. By walking
on a fall afternoon, you create awareness to these issues, raise funds and have fellowship
with members of the St. Mark’s congregation as well as other congregations.

25% of the funds we raise support local hunger agencies and the other 75% is distributed
by Church World Service nationally and internationally. In partnership CROP walks
support self-help programs, assist after disasters and help address root causes of poverty
by providing water systems and tools to grow the food they need.

To register to walk or donate to our team, you can speak with Brenda Gair (text 570-
220-8859) or on-line; https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/team/st-marks-
lutheran-church-lions, click the orange “Make a Donation”.

Checks can be made payable to “CWS/CROP”
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