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IINFORMATION REQUIRED! 
Listed below are the names of those young 

adults who were in college last year and those 
who began their time in higher education this 
year.  Please let us know three things: 

1. Are they still attending college? 
2. If so, what is there address? 
3. When are their finals for this semester? 

If there is anyone who is not on this list who 
should be, please let us know that also.  

Last year:   Jerod Barone 
  Emily Newcomer 
  Riley Weber 
  Anna Zeigler 
  Laura Zeigler 
This year: Evan Barone 

Makensi Doebler 
Ben Haussmann 
Grace Schreckengast 
Stefan Weber 

Why are we asking for this information?  It’s 
time to start putting together     
           FINALS WEEK SURVIVAL KITS! 

Yes, it’s now that we ask for donations to fill 
care packages for our students.  Hot chocolate & 
soup packets, crackers, cookies, energy or protein 
bars, dried fruit or trail mix, gum, can-
dy...whatever you think you might like to get 
through a time of stress...are needed to fill these 
boxes of cheer. 

We pack all this and include inspirational 
quotes from the Bible, greetings from their church 
family, and some cartoons to tickle their funny 
bones. 

We like to send these during the week preced-
ing the exams, so please try to find out those 
dates. 

If you are unable to get out shopping, but 
want to contribute, donations toward postage 
would be most welcome and appreciated. 

Take note, we have to have the above infor-
mation no later than mid-November.  Thank you! 

Acolyte Schedule 

NOVEMBER SSCHEDULE: 
November 4 Annika, Jonah, & Sean 
November 11 Owen Gair 
November 18   Hannah & Elizabeth H. 
November 25  Taylor Wentzel 
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IINDEX & UPDATE 
The council met on October 15, 2018.   

�� Personnel Committee reported the progress on the 
search for the open Secretary position.   

�� Outreach Committee:  A motion was made and ap-
proved for St Marks to host the meal packaging 
event on April 6th. 

�� Parking lot cracks will be sealed this Fall.  Addi-
tional work on the parking lot will take place in the 
Spring. 

�� The Safety Team continues to develop a plan to en-
sure the safety of our congregation 

�� A motion was made and approved for Christian’s 
request to write a new setting for Holy Commun-
ion. 

�� Pam Jensen will obtain information on a gift policy. 

�� Ed Gair will obtain information on our current fa-
cility policy.  Discussions for possible amendments 
will be discussed at a future council meeting. 

�� Next council meeting will be held on November 19, 
2018 at 6:30 p.m.. 

* * * * * * * *  
from the Parish Register 

+ Paige Fortin & Addison Hanford were married on 
Saturday, September 22, 2018.with Pr. West presid-
ing 

+ Pr. West also presided at the wedding of Taigen 
Thorne & Daniel Tebbs on Saturday, September 29, 
2018 

+ Kay Plankenhorn died on Saturday, October 20, 
2018.  Pastor West officiated at her funeral service 
on Friday, October 26, 2018 

Inside This Issue: 
 

Church Office 323-4619        Fax 323-2452         
Website: stmarkswilliamsport.org       
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Graydon Yearick, Financial Sec. gyearick@stmarkswilliamsport.org 
Lou DeSeau, Environmental Serv.  
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Kathy Eshelman, Stephen Ministry    570-433-0522 
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STAFF OFFICE HOURS 
Pastor:  The Rev. James West  
 Sun-Wed 8 a.m.-1 p.m. & by appointment 
Sexton:  Lou DeSeau  
 Sun - Thurs  5:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
Parish Musician: Christian Humcke 
 Sun/Mon/Wed mornings; Mon/Thu evenings 
Financial Secretary: Graydon Yearick 
 Mon & Wed 8:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 
Youth & Family:  Bernadette Jones 
 Mon—Fri 10 a.m.—2 p.m.,  
Secretary:  
 Mon-Fri  9 a.m—1 p.m. 



Grace to you and peace. 
There’s a coming together of 

many themes in this month: gratitude, 
thankfulness, harvest, home, comple-
tion and coming full circle. I write 
these words the day after our Conse-
cration Sunday when Lou Kolb drew our attention 
to the fact that it is possible to give without loving, 
but impossible to love without giving. 

It is God’s love that draws us out of ourselves 
and gets us to pay attention to others and discover 
who we really are. Discovering ourselves loved by 
God, all we can do, and all that we can ever want 
to do is want what God wants. Or as Jesus teaches 
us daily, Thy will be done. It is in church, gathered 
together, we see again and again how God trans-
forms suffering and death into life – and so we give 
thanks. After all, the Lord’s Supper is also called the 
Great Thanksgiving. 

And so my prayer for us is that we truly accept 
the love of God and extend that love to others, at 
every time and place. Happy Thanksgiving! 
In Christ Jesus, 
Pastor James 

* * * * *   * * * * * 
WWILLIAMSPORT CAMERATA  

TO PERFORM! 
On Sunday, November 11 at 7pm in the nave of 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church, the Williamsport Cam-
erata will present a concert under the direction of 
Christian Humcke. The theme of the concert is 
"Wisdom from the Psalms", and includes settings of 
psalm texts by Palestrina, Bach, Bruckner, Britten, 
and Pärt. This choir is comprised of former mem-
bers of the Lycoming Baroque Choir and local 
members from the community. The organ will also 
be featured in this concert, and, upon arrival, at-

tendees may participate in a free will 
donation which will go towards the 
organ fund. 

          * * * * *   * * * * * 
THE PLACE TO BE FOR 
LUNCH WEDNESDAYS  

Join us Wednesdays for lunch and an interesting 
program! The lunch line opens about 11:45 a.m. 
and you are always assured of a tasty $6 lunch, 
warm ecumenical fellowship and a thoughtful pro-
gram designed to enrich your life mentally, physi-
cally, spiritually and socially. 

Speakers for NOVEMBER: 
7 - MMrs. Carol Sones Shetler, Anniversary Commit-

tee:  WWI Remembrance, “Bells of Peace” 
14- MMr. Bruce Huffman, Local Historical Investiga-

tor:  “Toy Trains” 
21- RRev. Kevin Brophy, Salladasburg United Meth-

odist Church: “Thanksgiving” 
28- MMs. Abigail Eschbach, Central PA Food Bank, 

“Cooking and Cooking Tips for the Holidays” 
Plan to attend! Bring a friend! Enjoy interesting 
conversation, home cooked food, and something 
new to learn during the program! And it’s for regu-
lar folks like you and me! Join us each week! 

* * * * *   * * * * * 
LUNCH’N’FELLOWSHIP,  
Wednesday, November 14,  

Free Community Lunch 
On November 14, enjoy pasta and 

meatballs! 
Our Community Lunch has been 

gaining in popularity and attend-
ance has been pretty consistent at 
around 40 diners, taking pleasure in the meal and 
each other’s company. 

Because of Thanksgiving falling as it does, 
Lunch’n’Fellowship will be one week earlier than 
normal.  So, please, mark your calendar now and 
then join us on Wednesday, November 14! 

See you there! 
* * * * *   * * * * * 

Safety Team Update 
For several months now, our Safety Team has 

been working diligently to ensure the safety of our 
church family while they are here at St. Mark’s.   

Toward this end, certain things have been put in 
place.  Please notice the new signs on the doors to 
the building and the numbers over the doors.  
These are to avoid confusion when trying to give 
directions to visitors or emergency personnel. The 
doors are numbered as follows:  

1. Nave/Main door 
2. Sacristy/handicap accessible door 
3. Choir door 
4. Fellowship Hall door 
5. Center door, facing Via Bella 
6. Little Lambs door 
7. Office Door 
8. Chapel door 

Thank you all for your patience and understand-
ing during this process. 
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Phil and Barb Thomas 
have been much in my 
thoughts of late and yes-
terday instead of texting, 
the call went through 
and Barb and I had a nice 

conversation and an update on Phil’s condition. 
As we spoke he was having what is hoped will 

be the last of several surgeries in the course of his 
two year battle with health issues.  Following the 
surgery he will go to a skilled nursing facility for re-
hab and hopefully be home in several weeks. 

Barb is staying with Flip and his wife and travels 
every day to be with Phil as she has done for 
months and months.  She reports his spirits are 
good and he has recovered his wonderful  sense of 
humor.  When he left the nursing home where he 
had been before this latest surgery, all the staff 
came to wish him well – they enjoyed his wit as 
well. 

Every time I encountered Phil he always had a 
witty, wry remark which gave me a chuckle.  I miss 
seeing them both in church as do we all.  But it 
looks like some light at the end of a long tunnel so 
keep them in your prayers.  Barb says the prayers 
and well wishes of all of St. Mark’s family have 
meant a great deal to them. 

Interesting note – I remember some years ago I 
asked folks in long marriages what had drawn them 
to their husbands or wives and Phil without a mo-
ment’s hesitation said it was her smile which won 
him at the beginning and every day since.  I could 
visualize that ever present smile while we were 
speaking and I am sure that does a lot to keep up  
Phil’s spirits. 

In other news the Wentzel twins are doing the 
college search – their travels have taken them to 
Penn State, to Westchester and to Indiana U of P – 
they are scheduled to have an audition at Westches-
ter on November 13 and have already had one at 
Penn State. 

Meanwhile Sadie keeps busy with the saber divi-
sion of the Loyalsock Band while Taylor is part of 
the French horn section. 

Taylor and Hannah Haussmann are both play-
ing the French horn in the Youth Symphony of the 
Williamsport Symphony Orchestra. 

The Jones family is resting on their laurels after 
their participation with the Community Theatre this 
year. It was a family affair with “Anything Goes” 
with Bernadette as director, Bob as director of cho-

reography, Sara as stage manager and Declan as a 
member of the cast – impressive!   

Keep in touch! 
          Joyce S. Hershberger, Official Church Mouse 

* * * * *   * * * * * 
Dear St. Mark's family - 

Thank you so much for the great job done dur-
ing the Family Promise hosting.  A special thanks 
goes to our new volunteers - Diane Bardsley, des-
sert and Nikki and Brian, overnight hosts.  Every-
thing went well. 

Our next hosting is Dec. 6 - 16.  David and I will 
be looking for volunteers beginning now.  Please 
pray about serving our Lord and community by 
volunteering. 

One note - for dinner servers - since the families 
do not get picked up until 6 PM, please plan on 
serving about 6:15-6:20 - this gives them time to 
get stuff put away (especially in winter), freshen up, 
etc.  A big thanks for the adjustment. 

God bless,  
Deb Buckman & Dave Williams 

coordinators, Family Promise  

* * * * *   * * * * * 
DDIAL - A - DEVOTION  

Have you called yet? 

The number is 570-322-5762. 

It's available 24 hours a day. DDevotions are three 
minutes or less, change weekdays and once on the 
weekend, and are designed to lift your spirits and 
help you to have "A Closer Walk with God." The 
devotionalists this month are: 

11/4-11 Pastors Jim & Kathy Behrens  
11/12-18 Pastor Derek Smith 

Listen today and tell others about this 
ministry! 

* * * * *   * * * * * 
WANTED & NEEDED 
Volunteers for Sundays 

A greeter for the Fellowship Hall door #4               
from 9:00—10:00 am. 

Please contact Carl Albright or Sally Bjornstad 
* * * * *   * * * * * 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 
HAS BEEN MOVED TO 4:00 PM. 



OOperation Christmas Child 
November brings much excitement 

for Operation Christmas Child ~ it is 
time to pack our shoeboxes!  We have 
been collecting all sorts of items over 
the past 10 months, and it is now time to pull eve-
rything together!  We will be packing our shoe-
boxes on Sunday, November 11th, after our 10:30 
service.  Please join us for refreshments before we 
begin the packing process.  This promises to be a 
fun one-two hours with the goal of packing 40 
boxes to be sent out to children in need.   

In addition to our packaging event, we will be 
collecting monetary donations during the month of 
November.  Samaritan’s Purse asks for a $$9.00 do-
nation to help cover the cost of shipping each shoe-
box.  This $9.00 donation also helps Samaritan’s 
Purse train and equip local churches to use our 
Ministry Partner Guide. This resource teaches 
churches how to share the Good News of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in a child-friendly way.  Your donation 
also provides The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklets, 
which are written in the children's native language 
and distributed along with shoebox gifts.  

Lastly, please pray that the shoeboxes we pack 
and send bless the children who receive them with 
the love of Jesus Christ.  Thank you for your con-
tinued support of Operation Christmas Child.  How 
exciting that we at St. Mark’s are able to share the 
Good News around the World! ! 

 * * * * *   * * * * * 
Ongoing Collections at St. Mark’s 

United Churches Food Bank: Non-perishable food 
items are always in need. 

Shepherd of the Streets: Hygiene items in regular 
sizes including diapers and items for infants. 
Blankets and linens that are new or gently used 
are also needed. 

Soda Tabs: Containers are in the Narthex and Fel-
lowship Hall for these items that benefit veter-
ans and Ronald McDonald House in Danville. 

Bazaar Room: The Women of St. Mark’s need your 
donations for our 2019 sale. Items need to be 
clean and in good working order.  Boxing your 
items is preferred. Please do not block the en-
trance to the Bazaar Room.  

We are no longer collecting stamps.  
* * * * *   * * * * * 

Activities at Redeemer Lutheran 
Free Community Dinner: Thursday, November 8, 

2018 at 5:30 PM 
Daniel’s Closet: DDue to Thanksgiving this is one 

week earlier. 
Saturday, November 17, 2018 from 

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM  
Set-up / Drop –off: Thursday, November 15th from 

4:00 – 5:30 PM 
If you are dropping off a large quantity (several 

bags) of seasonal clothing, please call our church 
office first. We now can call volunteers who will 
meet you at Redeemer at a mutually agreeable 
time to take your clothing directly. This saves a lot 
of unloading and loading for us all. 

* * * * *   * * * * * 

Hospitality is for Everyone! 
...and anyone can provide it as well as enjoy it! 

Volunteers are needed for either service to bring in 
a treat to share:   anything as simple as a box of 

cookies or some donuts would be welcome. 

A little bit of refreshment entices people to stay and 
talk—strengthening our community. 

If you feel you can help, there is a sign-up 
book in the narthex.  Thank you!! 

* * * * *   * * * * * 
Bible Study at the Williamsport Home, lower 

level (past the cafeteria on the left), Building “C”. 
The front door is left open until 1 PM for all Bible 
study participants so you need not fear an inaccessi-
ble room. The group meets Tuesdays at 1:00 pm.  

* * * * *   * * * * * 
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REMINDER:  ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you sponsor bouquets for the altar, please take them with you after the service.  If you want to leave 

them there, others may volunteer to deliver a bouquet to someone who can’t be with us on Sundays.         

 PAGE  8 THE LION OF ST.  MARK'S   NOVEMBER 2018 

Patricia Alexander 
Rose View Center 
1201 Rural Ave., 223B 
Williamsport, PA  17701 
 

Jane Angle 
Leighton Place Sr. Lvg. Rm 206 
1251 Rural Ave. 
Williamsport, PA   17701 
 

Dottie Bingaman  
Williamsport Home 
1900 Ravine Rd.  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
 

Dottie Burd 
355 Girio Terrace, Apt. 3 
S. Williamsport, PA   17702 
 

Marie Byerly 
Arista Care Nursing Ctr. 
1445 Sycamore Rd.  
Montoursville, PA  17754 

Alona Hopler  
2114 Riverbend Road 
Allentown, PA   18103 
 

Reba Jacobs 
c/o Holly Carlson 
36 Linden Lane 
Danville, PA 17821 
 

Carol McMorris 
330 Forest Hills Circle 
Prescott, AZ 86303 
 

Ruth Pile 
Wmspt Home Care Ctr #105A 
1900 Ravine Road 
Williamsport, PA   17701 
 

Kay Poliska 
1100 Allen St. 
Montoursville, PA 17754 
 
 

Ed Richner 
1900 Ravine Rd. 
Williamsport, PA  17701 
 

Elizabeth Ruesskamp 
Rose View Center 
1201 Rural Ave. 
Williamsport, PA  17701 
 

Elda Zeigler 
Leighton Place Sr. Lvg. Apt. 209  
1251 Rural Ave.  
Williamsport, PA 17701 
 

Marion Waldeisen 
Williamsport Home 
1900 Ravine Rd. Bldg C Apt. 1213 
Williamsport, PA 17701  

SPECIAL CONCERNS LIST 

Birthdays: 
11/04 Marguerite Smith 
11/06 Samantha Kneedler 
11/07 John Bower 
11/07 Ann Kuntz 
11/08 Paul Fornwalt 
11/08 Brenda Gair 
11/09 Cathy Fenderson 
11/09 Chele Fredericks 
11/09 Becky Miller Pryor 
11/11 Shawn Zimmerman 
11/12 Pamela Davenport 
11/13 Elizabeth Haussmann 
11/17 Kyle Doebler 
11/18 Donna Baker 
11/18 Ronald Baker 
11/20 Tracey Heaps 

11/20 Donna Hutchinson 
11/21 Ray Reams 
11/22 Lisa Weaver 
11/23 Sally Bjornstad 
11/23 Robert Jones 
11/23 James Newcomer Jr. 
11/25 Nancy Bieber 
11/25 Stephen Dewar 

11/25 Ashley Miller 
11/25 Lois Smith 
11/26 Shirley Miller 
11/26 Lucia Walz 
11/27 Shelly Clokey 
11/27 Katlin Jensen 
11/29 Matthew Macgill 
11/30 Harold Hershberger 

Anniversaries: 
11/05 Jennifer & Rick Robertson 
11/06 Gregg & Kathleen Dancho 
11/15 David & Emily Elkin  
11/18 Stephen & Candace Dewar 
11/19 Ralph & Lou Ann Zeigler, Jr. 
11/26 Charles & Judith Fortin  
11/30 Melvin & Melinda Wentzel  

COUNCIL REPORTS DUE NOV. 10 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE NOV. 12 
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Thursday November 1, 2018 
All Saints Day 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Chancel Choir 
 
Sat November 3, 2018 
9:30am Hometown Heroes event 
4:00pm Holy Communion 
 
Sun November 4, 2018 
Daylight Saving Time ends 
All Saints' Sunday 
7:00am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Holy Communion 
 
Mon November 5, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Civic Chorus Rehearsal 
 
Tue November 6, 2018 
Election Day 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
1:00pm City Pastors' Lunch 
6:30pm Outreach 
 
Wed November 7, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:00am Quilters 
1:15pm Bible Study 
 
Thu November 8, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
5:30pm Redeemer Community Meal 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Guest Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fri November 9, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
7:00pm Guest Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sat November 10, 2018 
Council Agenda Due 
4:00pm Holy Communion 
7:00pm Guest Choir Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sun November 11, 2018 
Veterans Day 
7:00am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Holy Communion 
11:45am Pack'n'wrap OCC & meal 
4:00pm Guest Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm Guest Choir Concert 
 
Mon November 12, 2018 
Lion Article Deadline 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Civic Chorus Rehearsal 
 
Tue November 13, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
 
Wed November 14, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:00am Quilters 
12:00pm Lunch & Fellowship 
1:15pm Bible Study 
 
Thu November 15, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
4:00pm Daniel's Closet Drop-off 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Chancel Choir 
 
Fri November 16, 2018 
Civic Chorus dress rehearsal 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
 
Sat November 17, 2018 
Civic Chorus dress rehearsal 
4:00pm Holy Communion 
 
Sun November 18, 2018 
7:00am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Holy Communion 
3:00pm Civic Chorus Concert             

& reception FH 
 
Mon November 19, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
6:pm Civic Chorus Board Mtg 
6:30pm Council Meeting 
7:00pm Wmspt. Dog Training Club 
7:00pm Civic Chorus Rehearsal 
 

Tue November 20, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
 
Wed November 21, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
1:15pm Bible Study 
 
Thu November 22, 2018 
Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Chancel Choir 
 
Fri November 23, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:20am Lion Crew 
 
Sat November 24, 2018 
9:00am Daniel's Closet Clothing Give-
away 
4:00pm Holy Communion 
 
Sun November 25, 2018 
Christ the King 
7:00am Morning Prayer 
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Holy Communion 
 
Mon November 26, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
11:00am Staff Meeting 
 
Tue November 27, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
6:00pm LSM at St. Luke 
 
Wed November 28, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
9:00am Quilters 
1:15pm Bible Study 
 
Thu November 29, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Chancel Choir 
 
Fri November 30, 2018 
9:00am Morning Prayer  
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