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Now, it’s time to address the BIG
question- Where are we in our search for a
new pastor?

Council met with synod’s Sue Ellen
Spotts for a listening session (thank you
Pastor Kliner) as we plan for Ministry Site
Profile (MSP).

All members of the congrega-
tion are invited to our first meeting
on Saturday morning, November 21,
at 9:30. Bishop Craig Miller will work
with us in taking the first steps in the

process.

The first MSP meeting will have us
work in groups to discuss what we have to
offer to a prospective pastor (music, cohe-
siveness, willingness to change, budget...)
so that he or she may get a snapshot of St.
Mark’s.

We will also work to find a common-
ality of what we are looking for in the new
pastor. Basically, pastors will be doing the
same thing; they will look at us as we are
looking at them!

| DID mention that we would have
our first meeting on November 22. We will
have more. The next one will be possibly in
January or February.

Cindy Todd has graciously agreed to
chair the MSP process and has already
started compiling basic information about
St. Mark’s.

The next big question concerns the
Call Committee. That committee will be
determined after a couple of meetings.
Council officers are not permitted to be on
the committee: President, VP- Dick Reitz,

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY
WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER
- ALL ARE WELCOME!!
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Secretary- Cindy Todd, and Treasurer-
Deb Buckman.

The team will consist of two council
members and four members of the congrega-
tion. The six members will consist of three fe-
males and three males.

Remember: God has already chosen our
next Pastor. It’s our job to work prayerfully to
find that special person.

We had an inspirational October book
study on Wednesdays from 12:10-12:50. Bob
Campbell and Vicki Haussman lead the discus-
sion of Kelly Friar’s “Reclaiming the C Word.
Daring to be Church Again.”

Much thanks are due to Pastor Kliner and
our own Sam Robinson. Pastor gives us guid-
ance and Sam has mapped out the worship ser-
vices for the year! Please be sure to read Sam’s
Music Notes in the bulletins on Sundays.

We will have mid-week Advent services at
12:15 through the third Sunday of Advent. The
first Sunday of Advent will be November 29!
We must be patient and await the coming of
the baby who changed the world.

Blessings,

Ray



JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP IN
NOVEMBER: ALL ARE WELCOME

*OUR FALL SCHEDULE OF ONE WORSHIP TIME — 9:30 AM.

Sunday, November 1, All Saints’ Day
9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday, November 8, 24th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday, November 15, 25th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday, November 22, Christ the King
No Communion

Sunday, November 29, First Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Holy Communion

ALL ARE WELCOME!




When you or a family member are ill, have a crisis of faith,
or have a personal concern of which you wish to make the
church aware, please contact the church office telephone
(570-323-4619) or email
(stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org). Please do not as-
sume we will know of your need any other way.

Become WANT TO EXPLORE WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A LU-
Part of THERAN CHRISTIAN? Adults wishing to unite with

1~ St.Mark’s in church membership are invited to contact
Church the church office at 570-323-4619 or email

Family stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org,.

When you or a loved one has a change of address, telephone
number or email, please contact the church office at 570-323-
4619 or stmarks@stmarkswilliamsport.org. Please direct
your intentions whether or not to share this information with
our church family.

Envelopes

There are special envelopes in the pew racks for Heat (to pay for
boiler repair), Roof (for the roof on the Parish house) and Organ
(for repairs and general maintenance). When giving to these causes, be sure to put
your name on the envelope so your contribution may be recorded correctly on
your contribution statement. Please write on the memo line of your check how
you wish your gift to be used (cash is always welcome).

DONATION


mailto:bvasey@stmarkswilliamsport.org
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NOVEMBER Worship Leaders

Please arrange for a replacement if you cannot serve.

Communion Assistants

November 1

9:30 AM Gary & Shelby Weber

November 8

9:30 AM Becky Pryor & Devin Owen
November 15

9:30 AM Phil Thomas & Dan Zeigler
November 22

9:30 AM Theresa Furman & Jackie Kinney

November 29
9:30 AM Matt & Wanda Fortin

I Lectors

November 1

9:30 AM Shelby Weber
November 8

9:30 AM Candy Dewar
November 15

9:30 AM Deb Buckman
November 22

9:30 AM Theresa Furman

November 29
9:30 AM Mary Ann Stiller

USHER Ushers*

SCHEDULE

November 1

9:30 AM Brenda, Ed & Levi Gair
November 8

9:30 AM Tim & Deb Maggs, Dick Reitz
November 15

9:30 AM Gary & Shelby Weber
November 22

9:30 AM Matt Fortin, Glenn Yaple, and

Mel Wentzel
November 29
9:30AM Brenda, Ed & Levin Gair

* Elizabeth Haussmann—full-time usher extraor-
dinaire, thank you Elizabeth!

Altar Guilg

Altar Guild

Wanda Fortin and Ruth Ann Bigelow



November

Birthdays

Ann Kuntz (Wmspt. Home)
Brenda Gair

Cathy Fenderson
Becky Miller Pryor
Elizabeth Haussmann
Donna Baker

Ronald Baker

Sally Bjornstad
James Newcomer, Jr.
Nancy Bieber
Stephen Dewar

Kaitlin Jensen

11/07
11/08
11/09
11/09
11/13
11/18
11/18
11/23
11/23
11/25
11/25
11/27

November

Anniversaries

Rick & Jenn Robertson

11/05




7). LUTHERAN
_) WORLD RELIEF

Thanks to everyone who participated in donating and making kits for LWR. We met our
goal of 70 school kits and also had 5 fabric kits, 1 quilt and 2 blankets, 12 baby care kits
and 23 personal care kits. Great work! God bless all of you. It takes a lot of money to
ship the kits for LWR to where they are needed so please consider making a donation for
this cause. You can use the special envelopes in you box and under “other” put

LWR. Thank you so much for your help.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
November brings much excitement for Operation Christmas Child as it is time to pack
our shoeboxes! We have been collecting all sorts of items over the past 10 months, and
it is now time to pull everything together! We will be packing our shoeboxes in Fellow-
ship Hall on Sunday, November 15th after the 9:30 service. A light lunch will be served,
and a brief presentation will show how meaningful and life-changing these gifts are to
the kids who receive a shoebox filled with all sorts of goodies. Plus, packing shoeboxes
for others is tons of fun! This promises to be a fun hour with the goal of packing at least
75 boxes to be sent out to children in need.

In addition to our packing event, we will be collecting monetary donations during the
month of November. Samaritan’s Purse asks for a $10.00 donation to help cover the cost
of shipping each shoebox. This $10.00 donation also helps Samaritan’s Purse train and
equip local churches to use the Ministry Partner Guide. This resource teaches churches
how to share the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ in a child-friendly way. Your do-
nation also provides The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklets, which are written in the chil-
dren's language and distributed along with shoebox gifts.

Lastly, please pray that the shoeboxes we pack and send bless the child who receives it
with the love of Jesus Christ. Thank you for your continued support of Operation
Christmas Child. How exciting that we at St. Mark’s are able to share the Good News
around the World!



Operation Christmas Child ~ Opportunities to Help

November 12 ~ Come help fold our shoeboxes! This is an easy task and 80 boxes
will come together quickly with several helping hands. We will meet at 10:00 AM in Fel-
lowship Hall.

November 14 ~ Come help set up our tables in Fellowship Hall (literally and figura-
tively). Once our tables are set up, help lay out and organize all the gifts that have been
collected throughout the year. We will meet at 1:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.

November 15 ~ Come help pack our shoeboxes! We will begin with a short presen-
tation on the positive impact Operation Christmas Child has on the shoebox recipients.
We will then fill our shoeboxes with gifts and love. We will meet after the 9:30 church
service. This is such a fun time seeing our shoeboxes come together. If you haven’t had
the opportunity to help pack, please come over to Fellowship Hall. It is well worth it!

Please join us on Sunday, November 29 for our annual Advent Wreath-making
event. We will gather in Fellowship Hall after our 9:30 church service to create an
Advent Wreath for your family to use at home during the Advent season. We will
be making our wreaths in a variety of vessels and containers, using wet floral
foam to keep the greens fresh throughout the Advent season. All materials will
be provided! Please sign up in the Narthex or RSVP by contacting Vicki Hauss-
mann at (570) 447-3263. We look forward to seeing you there!

* We will be serving hospitality in Fellowship Hall following the church service on
November 29th so please feel free to wander over, eat, drink and be “wreathy”.



Advent

Advent begins on November 29th this year. In order to prepare our hearts
and minds for the upcoming celebration of Christmas, we encourage you to
please take both an Advent devotional booklet and Advent calendar to use at
home for daily study. These items will be in the Narthex beginning on Sunday
the 29th. We pray these devotions may guide your heart and quiet your soul
throughout this holy season.

Reverse Advent Calendar

The Faith Formation and Evangelism and Fellowship Com-
mittees would like to offer congregation members an alterna-
tive to the traditional Advent calendars where a gift is received
as we count down the days until Christmas. Instead of receiv-
y ing something each day of Advent, we are counting down to
Christmas by giving something each day of Advent.

This year it we would really like to focus our efforts on collecting hygiene items
for Shepherd of the Street and the many Blessing Boxes found in the Wil-
liamsport community. We would also like to collect snacks to be shared with
Code Blue as they begin their overnight hospitality in January.

Beginning November 29, please take a holiday bag from the Narthex and each
day during Advent place an item from the attached list in your bag. Please pray
that these small items might be a blessing to those who receive them.

Return your filled bag on Christmas Eve. Even sometime in January would be
fine! We hope that this Reverse Advent Calendar will be a blessing to your Ad-
vent preparations. Thank you for your generosity!



Meeting October 2026
Minutes

Minutes
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting — October 19, 2026

Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm.
Nikki Jackson provided the opening prayer.
Secretary’s roll call by Cindy Todd.

All members present —Deb Buckman, Shawn Cartwright, Donna Clark, Cathy Fenderson, Wanda
Fortin, Ray Huff, Nikki Jackson, Richard Miller, Richard Reitz, Scott Seyler, Cindy Todd, Lou Ann
Zeigler, Pastor Gerald Kliner (Messiah).

September meeting minutes were emailed to Council members. There were no corrections or
additions. Minutes were approved and are filed in the church office.

Pastor’s report —

Pastors of Redeemer Lutheran, St. Luke Lutheran and St. Mark’s Lutheran continue to provide
pastoral care for the churches known as Liberty Parish.

Pastor Kliner asked for the names of St. Mark’s members who need pastoral care.

Pastor Kliner and Ray Huff provided information about a series of “listening” meetings being
schedule by the Upper Susquehanna Valley Synod. More information to come.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Evangelism and Fellowship —

Nov. 14 — Hometown Heroes event (we need a volunteer to open and close the building for
this event.)

Thanksgiving cards will be mailed to special concern folks

Dec. 11 — Blood Drive

We will soon start collections for residents at Selinsgrove and Danville Hospitals

Faith Formation — No report
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Council Minutes Continued ........cevvvvvnnnn...

Finance Committee — See motions below.

Little Lambs — There will be a Halloween Parade by Little Lambs on October 30 and 10 am.
Donna Clark will participate

EC 2026.10.02: Request approval for Little Lambs’ use of Fellowship Hall for a Book Fair.
Tuesday, Nov. 17, and Wednesday, Nov. 18, from 9 am to 5 pm. We cannot accommodate
Monday evening, Nov. 16, set up because of Civic Chorus rehearsal. APPROVED

EC 2026.10.03: Request approval for Little Lambs’ use of Fellowship Hall for their annual
Christmas Program. Thursday, Dec. 17, and Friday, Dec. 18, from 10 am to noon. AP-
PROVED

Memorial Committee — continuing to review old memorial accounts.
Nominating — See motion under New Business.
Parish Life — No report.

Personnel — 4 staff members (Ray, Michele, Sam and Jackie Baysore) were given $25 Giant
gift cards as a thank you for their work. Dick Reitz will conduct an annual job evaluation
with Jackie Baysore.

Property — Parish House roof replacement is underway.
Publicity — No report.
Worship and Music — No report

175" Anniversary Committee — Ray passed around the booklet Ralph Zeigler is working on.
Deb passed around the donation envelope Ralph designed for donations toward St. Mark’s
175™ celebration.

CC 2026.10.01: Request approval of the 175" Anniversary donation envelope with availa-
bility beginning in January 2027. APPROVED

OLD BUSINESS

None.
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Council Minutes Continued ........cevvvvvvnnn...

NEW BUSINESS

EC 2026.10.01: Request approval of the Burkholder family request that Jim Burkholder
and his wife’s cremains (when the time comes*) be interred in the church columbari-
um. Herb Poff will provide the specific information to the Burkholder family. The cost
will be $450 per niche or a total of $900. APPROVED.

FC 2026.10.01: Request approval for a 5% raise for 2027 for each of the church’s em-
ployees (church secretary, bookkeeper and organist), based on their performance dur-
ing the current year. APPROVED.

FC 2026.10.02: Request approval that Sam Robinson be granted 10 Sunday’s off during
the 2027 calendar year for school activities and vacation. Sam is required to obtain a
substitute for these Sundays and to inform the church secretary of the name of the
substitute. Sam is not responsible for paying substitutes. APPROVED.

NC 2026.10.01: Request approval for the following members to serve on church coun-
cil beginning January 2027. Karen Mariano, first term; Wanda Fortin, Richard Miller
and Richard Reitz, second terms. All have agreed to serve. APPROVED

Many thanks to Drew Haussmann, Scott Seyler and Deb Buckman for leading the service
on October 18.

Upcoming schedule for services:

November 22 (Christ the King) — Vicki Haussmann and Phil Thomas will lead a Service
of the Word.

November 29 — 5™ Sunday of the month 1% Sunday in advent. Ray will lead the ser-
vice.

December 6 — first Sunday in December, 2" Sunday in advent. This is another oppor-
tunity to engage members of the congregation in a Service of the Word. Phil will
deliver the sermon.

Christmas Eve — we will discuss the possibility of one service on Christmas Eve at the
next council meeting.
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COUNCIL MINUTES CONTINUED....................

DISCUSSION OF NEXT STEPS IN CALL PROCESS

Bishop Miller will be here on Saturday, November 21, to lead us and congregational mem-
bers in preparing the new Ministry Site Profile. This is the first of several meetings that
will take place. ALL ARE WELCOME.

Ray distributed the start of the Ministry Site Profile that is on the Synod website. We will
build on that document as the congregation meets and discusses the questions that will
help us complete the profile.

We reviewed and discussed some of the questions Sue Ellen Spotts posed to council in Sep-
tember.

Pastor Kliner and Council agreed that we are not yet ready to form a Call Committee. Itis
likely that will be a Q1 2027 event.

Shawn mentioned that he is working on a way to help facilitate meetings with the congrega-
tion as we work on the MSP.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
November offering collection — Richard Reitz
November devotions — Wanda Fortin
Upcoming Committee Meeting Dates —
Finance — November 9 at 5:30 pm
Worship and Music — October 25 after the service
Closing Prayer — Nikki Jackson.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM

Next scheduled Council meeting — Monday, November 16, 2026, at 6 pm.
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Evangelism and Fellowship Committee Articles for The Lion

Of November 2026

THANK YOU

The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee thanks the congregation for their support in providing various items
for our outreach in October. From beverages and candy for the Synod Youth Day to candy for Little Lamb’s Hal-
loween parade to your continued support of sandwich making, donating cards and always being willing to pro-
vide something we need for any number of projects, we could not do what we do without your support.

Many thanks to all of you. Our committee is blessed to have so much support.

Sharing in the Caring G&&E

Ongoing Collections at St. Mark’s:

Members of St. Mark’s have given much for a number of projects throughout 2026, but the need continues.
The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee continues to request, on behalf of the vulnerable in our community,
for any items listed below that you are able to donate. Thank you for your continued support.

United Churches Food Pantry: With the rising cost of groceries, the Pantry continues to see an increase in cli-
ents. Any non-perishable item is gratefully accepted and appreciated. The Pantry is also accepting plastic
grocery bags and 12 count egg cartons.

Shepherd of the Streets: If it keeps a person clean, it is needed. Dollar Stores are good resources for hygiene
items reasonably priced.

Blessing Boxes at New Covenant UCC: Snack items, microwave, single serve food and travel size hygiene
items.

Sandwich Crews at St. Mark’s: We provide sandwiches weekly to New Covenant’s Blessing Boxes. Monetary

donations to offset the cost of rolls, plastic bags, meat and cheese are always appreciated. Checks may be
made payable to St. Mark’s with the memo line indicating Parish Life..

Sojourner Truth Ministries: Sojourner Truth Ministries (STM): Needed are Individual Snacks/Breakfast Bars,
Large, Brown Lunch Bags Napkins, Mayonnaise, Sugar, Snack-Size Ziplock Bags, Pine Sol or Lysol Cleaner, salt

and pepper shakers and coffee creamer.

Card Ministry: The Evangelism and Fellowship Committee thanks the congregation for their continued dona-
tions of assorted cards. Thank you, Cathy Fenderson for sending cards in October. Vicki Haussmann will
send cards in November.

Donations to the Food Panty, Shepherd of the Streets, the Blessing Boxes or Sojourner Truth Ministries may
be placed on the tables in the Narthex closet.

Ongoing Events at Redeemer Lutheran:

Community Dinner: Is on Thursday, November 12, 2026 beginning at 5:00 PM until all meals are distribut-
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ed. This is a take-out meal available at the curb. All are welcome.

Desserts for October: Jim and Susan Newcomer will provide Thanksgiving brownies. Thank you for your

ongoing commitment to this outreach.

Daniel’s Closet: This month’s clothing drop off is Thursday, November 19, from 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM.
Please consider donating fall clothing for all members of a family. Shoes for adults and children along

with blankets, sheets, throws and crocheted afghans are also accepted.

Daniel’s Closet: Distribution of free fall/winter clothing is Saturday, November 21, from 8:30 AM — 11:00
AM.

PLEASE NOTE: This month’s drop-off and distribution are one week earlier due to Thanksgiving.

If you have a large quantity of clothing, please call Redeemer’s office (leave a message) at 570-322-2333 to
make an appointment for taking your items directly to Redeemer. Smaller quantities can be placed on

our stage behind the curtains.

) KNOW?

Did You Know?

If you are experiencing a health event and need medical equipment, St. Mark’s has a supply of walkers,
canes, port-a-potties, shower chairs, crutches and a medical bed. Call the church office for additional
information.

If you provide altar flowers, you may take them home to enjoy after the Sunday service. Mache flower
bowls are available in the Pastor’s sacristy for your convenience.

Evangelism and Fellowship and/or Faith Formation Committees: Upcoming Events

Danville State Hospital Christmas Collection: During the month of November, we are collecting

new items of clothing in sizes large and extra large for men and women. Socks, underwear,
sweat pants and sweat shirts are examples of what is needed. Also being accepted are new hy-
giene items, fleece throw blankets, wallets, watches, men’s belts and decks of cards. All dona-
tions are needed by November 29. A tub is in the Narthex for your donations.

Saturday, November 14: We will welcome local veterans to Fellowship Hall for their annual

Hometown Heros event. We will decorate Fellowship Hall in a patriotic theme and serve coffee
and sweets. We are honored to host these men and women who served our country.

Sunday, November 15: We will be packing our OCC boxes in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday ser-

vice. Hospitality will be provided in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to attend..

Saturday, November 21: The musical ensemble, Billtown Brass, will perform in the Nave as part of the Victo-

rian Christmas festivities.
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.Sunday, November 29: To begin the season of Advent, Advent wreath making will take place in Fellowship

Hall after the Sunday service. All materials including snacks will be provided. All we need is you. We hope you
can join us.

UPDATES

John Tartline, son of Becky and Pete Tartline and grandson of Phil and Barb Thomas was serving in the
Middle East up until recently. His service in the Iran conflict has been completed. He recently returned to
Fort Bragg, North Carolina where he will be stationed for the near future. He was blessed to have remained
uninjured during his time in the Middle East. Your prayers and cards were certain to uplift John’s spirits and
helped greatly in keeping him safe. Thank you for keeping John in your thoughts and prayers.

Joshua Garverick, nephew of Michele Owen and cousin to Devin and Dawson Owen, is being deployed

overseas for a year. He holds the rank of sergeant and is currently stateside preparing to be deployed. Josh’s
wife and two children remain at home in Muncy, PA. When not serving in the military, Josh is employed at
LeClerc Foods.

Hannah Haussmann, daughter of Drew and Vicki Haussmann and granddaughter of Walt and Leah Hauss-

mann and David and Joyce Martinez, is spending a year in Cambodia with the YAGM program of the ELCA.
She is teaching English to high school students and learning the customs and culture of Cambodia. Although
she does not have regular mail delivery, she can receive texts and emails from her family. Mom, Vicki, re-
ports she is doing well and is enjoying her work.

Please continue to keep these three young people and their families in your prayers.
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HONGER

crophungerwalk org

The CROP walk was another huge success on October 11™. It was a rainy after-
noon, but Drew Haussmann and I still walked, because the people we were
walking to represent, walk in all weather. With the support and amazing gener-
osity of our congregation, we raised $1,128.00 (surpassing our $1,000.00 goal)!!
$282.00 will support local food banks and $846.00 will support national & inter-
national programs. We made one more step to Help Stop Hunger. Next year, we
hope you can walk with us — rain or shine!

Brenda Gair

BLOOD DRIVE

St. Mark’s is hosting a blood drive , along with North Central PA Chapter of the
American Red Cross, on Friday, December 11, 2026 from 11am to 3pm. Please con-
sider being a donor or encouraging friends and family to donate as the Red Cross is
experiencing a shortage of blood. Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org to

schedule an appointment.
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ANNUAL

CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

St. Mark’s Annual Congregational Meeting and Brunch are scheduled for Sunday, De-

cember 6, 2026 immediately following the 9:30 a.m. service of worship.

Among the items to be presented, discussed, and/or voted upon are:

* Annual Report of Committees to the Congregation

* Election of new Council members

* Adoption of the 2027 budget to support the ministry of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

* Any other business that needs to be addressed

Please mark your calendar and plan to participate in this Annual Congregational Meeting.
If you need additional information or have items that you would like to discuss, please
contact one of the Council officers: Ray Huff, president; Dick Reitz, vice-president;
Cindy Todd, secretary; or Debra Buckman, treasurer. We are looking forward to not only
seeing you on December 6th, but are excited to see how our congregation will continue to
“Make Christ Known™ in 2027! Thank you for your participation in this important

church event.
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November 2026

1 3 4 5 6 7
9:30AM Holy
Communion
All Saints’ Sunday
5:30 PM 6 PM
E& FMeeting Mens
Fellowship
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30AM Holy 9:00 AM
Communion 10:00 AM Hometown
Fold OCC Heroes
Shoeboxes 1:00 PM
5:30 PM OCC Set-up
Finance
16 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30AM Holy Bishop Miller -
Communion L.L Book Fair L.L. Book Fair MSP meeting
. Daniel’s Closet 8:30 AM- 11 AM
I(E)\/Ce?;tPaCkmg STONE GABLES Drop-Off Daniel’s Closet
) Bus Trip 4-6 PM
6 PM Council Billtown Brass
Concert
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30AM Holy
Communion Thanksgiving
Christ the King
29 30
9:30AM Holy
Communion
Advent Wreath-
making

19



